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Thanks to our newest sponsor for supporting the NWTF mission 
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From your Texas State Chapter President... 
 
Craig White 
 
     Hello fellow NWTF members!!  This will be the final year I serve as 
your State Chapter President, and it has definitely been an honor to hold 
such a prestige position.  My work is far from over, and we have a lot of 
ground to cover in 2019 locally in each chapter, and as a state.  I look for-
ward to working with you as we go through the year, and please do not hesi-
tate to pick up the phone and give me a call if I can help you with anything! 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION WEEKEND!!--JANUARY 19, 2019 

Our 2019 Texas State Volunteer Appreciation Weekend will be held on Jan-
uary 19, 2019 at the Best Western Premier in Bryan, TX.   We will have fun 
breakout sessions beginning at 1:00 that Saturday and going until 4:00. 

Come enjoy some fun as our board and staff members take center stage and fill you in on the latest and great-
est things about Texas NWTF.  That evening at 6:00pm, we will kick off our first ever “Carnival Night”. The 
evening is guaranteed to be filled with fun as your Texas State Board of Directors will host a wide variety of 
Carnival Games and give you chances to win great items from guns, to trips!!  We will top the evening off 
with honoring some outstanding chapters from across the state.  I would like to encourage all volunteers to at-
tend to meet other like-minded volunteers and enjoy a fun-filled event. 

2019 NWTF NATIONAL CONVENTION—FEBRUARY 13-17, 2019 

Our 43rd Annual Convention and Sports Show will be held in Nashville, TN February 13-17, 2019 at the Gay-
lord Opryland Hotel and Resort.  This is by far the greatest experience anybody could ask for as an NWTF 
Volunteer or Member.  The exhibit hall will have hundreds of vendor booths setup, and the events throughout 
the week will simply blow your mind.  For more details, go to nwtf.org. 

TURKEY RELEASING IN EAST TEXAS 

We have released another big group of Eastern Wild Turkeys in East Texas as we continue to try and establish 
a healthy turkey population.  We have released a number of Wild Turkeys from a few different states this year 
and look forward to continuing to lead this effort for the years to come.  I would like to extend a special thank 
you to Jason Hardin and our TPWD team for coordinating the catching, transportation, and releasing of these 
birds with our neighboring State Agencies.  This is truly a team effort and requires a significant amount of co-
ordination. 

MEET OUR NEW REGIONAL DIRECTOR! 

Texas is glad to welcome Erika Martinez to our staff as our newest Regional Director.  She will be taking over 
the North West Texas area and will be based out of that area.  We look forward to starting some new chapters 
in West Texas and growing the ones that we currently have.  Find Erika’s write up in this newsletter and let’s 
help her feel welcome in Texas!! 
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East Texas District Biologist Report 

Annie Farrell –December 2018 

Greetings from East Texas! I hope everyone who reads this is taking some time to get 
out in the woods this fall.  We have been very busy this year, and here are some of the 
major highlights: 

Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. – Hunter access improvement work was finished on 
Lake Ray Roberts Public Hunting Land.  We improved 9 new access sites, mowed 3 

dove fields off FM 3002, and installed 2 miles of fire breaks at Culp Branch Prairie for $42,600.  On the access 
sites, we cleaned up overgrown vegetation, added new fences, new walk through gates, new paint, and new 
signs.  Culp Branch Prairie will be burned this winter.  We already have a new contract set up to restore and 
plant 5 dove fields that will be ready in the fall and have plans to fix up even more access sites this spring.  Go 
check out our great work with new signs acknowledging YOU! 

Key Habitat Restoration Projects 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

Our Gus Engeling WMA Post Oak Savannah 
Restoration project wrapped up this year.  So at 
this projects end, we thinned timber on 1,700 
acres, prescribe burned those acres, built almost 
4 miles of firelines, and sprayed herbicide on 
1,661 acres in the logged area.  This project is 
100% complete now, and the turkeys are loving 
it. 

The Old Sabine Bottom WMA Hardwood Tim-
ber Salvage resulting from tornado damage in 
April 2016 is done harvesting.  We have spent 
$18,500 of the timber revenue on infrastructure 

and trail maintenance so far. 

Caddo Lake WMA completed a 790 acre tallow 
treatment this fall using timber revenue from a 
harvest that was completed in 2016. 

Cooper Lake WMA Eastern Red Cedar mulching 
project is still ongoing as needed. 

USDA Forest Service 

Caddo National Grasslands WMA completed 
prescribed burning (1,467 acres) and shear and 
pile work (745 acres) on Year 3 of the Challenge 
Cost Share Agreement.  For more information on 
this project, see Gene Miller’s West Texas Dis-
trict Biologist report. 

Old Sabine Bottom WMA trail clearing work. 

Continued on Next Page 

New signs at ID Fairchild State Forest Texas state Superfund Project.  
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The Sabine Wildlife Openings project was completed this year.  The dove field was treated and planted in 
April but was unsuccessful.  Unfortunately, we didn’t see any sunflowers, and the dove hunt was canceled.  
Discussions with FS are ongoing about how to proceed for next year. 

The Upland Island Wilderness Area stewardship project on Angelina National Forest was completed again 
this year.  The Forest Service burned 5,010 acres after we finished 12 miles of handlines and fire breaks in 
early March. 

Sam Houston National Forest opened 2 new units 
for harvest on our Briar Creek stewardship pro-
ject, with plans to finish harvesting this fall. 

New Stewardship Project!! – Hickman Branch – 
was signed this fall on the Sam Houston National 
Forest.  We plan to harvest 268 acres and use the 
timber revenue for mulching 315 acres in known 
Red Cockaded Woodpecker areas as service work. 

 

Northeast Texas Conservation Delivery Net-
work – This year, we are actively treating 1,622 
acres for $70,068 of private landowner cost share 
assistance through our NETX CDN Standard Habi-
tat Incentive Program (HIP).  Round 2 request for 
proposals for our Standard HIP closed on Septem-
ber 28th.  We received many great proposals.  This year, TPWD and NWTF also received a new $300,000 
Pittman Robertson grant to do prescribed fire, herbicide, and mulching in the TPWD designated Neches River 
Priority Area, where TPWD has superstocked many eastern wild turkeys. This money is going through NWTF 
and the NETX CDN HIP.  The RFP for year 1 of this money closed on October 5th. These programs are great 
ways for private landowners to receive cost share assistance on their properties to do habitat treatments.  Great 
for the landowner, great for wildlife.  If you have more questions about how to get cost-share assistance, con-

tact me or your local TPWD private lands biologist 
for more information.  

And drumroll please….  

Our Grand End-of-Year Totals for East Texas 
for FY18: 

 

As always, thank you everyone.  We couldn’t do this 
job without volunteers like you all.  If you ever have 
any questions, feel free to reach out to me at 

 afarrell@nwtf.net or (903) 539-0279.  Until next 
spring… stay warm, stay dry, and happy hunting! 

NWTF, TPWD, USACE, and City of Denton partners at a newly 

redone access site at Lake Ray Roberts PHL. 

Post-burn at Upland Island Wilderness Area on Angelina National 
Forest. 

Access Acres  Conserved/Enhanced Acres 

4,531.50  12,070.00 
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Texas Gun Calendar 2019 

A reminder that we will be doing another Gun Calendar Raffle this year. They are only $50 for all 52 
weeks of guns!!!   That’s less than $1 a week!!!     And all those lucky calendar owners will be thinking about 
our great mission and events every week!!!!   We will again be using the Texas Lottery Pick 3 numbers on 
Wednesday evenings.    

Please let your RD know how many you or your chapter would like to reserve before they are all gone.    
Remember, your banquet get $20 credit for every calendar your chapter sells.   This credit was the bump that 
propelled winning chapters into top place for multiple categories at this year’s Awards Banquet. 
 
Special thanks to Lee Hoffpauir for helping to underwrite our calendar again this year.   Drop by one of Hoff-
pauir’s many hill country locations and say thanks! 
 



7 

“Aim Small, Miss Small” 

 

By Jackson Harris 
Regional Director—East Texas 
National Wild Turkey Federation 
PO Box 438—Welborn, Tx. 77881 
334-695-6333 ~ jharris@nwtf.net 
 

 

Many of you can picture the classic scene in Mel Gibson’s “The Patriot” in which the protagonist reminds his 
young sons of the rule he taught them about accurate musket shooting— “aim small, miss small.” 

The idea, of course, is that if you don’t aim for anything in particular, you might not hit anything in particular. 
This Fall in East Texas, our chapters have been working as committees to determine what their goals are for 
the 2019 banquet and outreach season. Just by working through a few questions as a team to gain a consensus 
for “what we’re aiming for” can pay huge dividends later in the year. For instance, if in October the committee 
decides to focus on increasing banquet efficiency by focusing on Net-to-Gross percentages, then in March the 
committee will be reminded of those goals when deciding how much table decoration is necessary or how 
many extra raffle prizes to buy from the local sporting goods store on the day of the fundraiser.  

Each of the East Texas chapters has been asked to discuss and adopt goals in each of the following five areas: 

Committee Recruitment 
Pre-Banquet Ticket Sales 
Net-to-Gross Percentage 
Event Quality (effective use of time, unique banquet features, catering/location, etc.) 
Follow Through (wrap-up meeting, paperwork finalization) 

You’ll notice that none of these goal categories include “number of attendees” or “event revenue.” If chapters 
and committees focus on the fundamentals of throwing a great event—the rest will follow! When making these 
goals, it is important to be specific in what you’re shooting for. The idea is not to say “increase our Net-to-
Gross percentage,” but rather say, “achieve an increase of 10% in Net-to-Gross.” That way, when all is said 
and done, you’ll know if you hit the target you set for yourself. When setting your committee goals for 2019, 
“aim small, miss small!” 
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Texas Wildlife Officer of the Year – Calvin Harbaugh  

 

         Game Warden Calvin Harbaugh is a senior warden with more 
than 25 years’ experience as a Texas Game Warden.  His time spent 
patrolling and enforcing regulations on the Texas Coast, along with 
his vast knowledge of inland regulations definitely sets him apart from 
other wardens.  Recently Warden Harbaugh was provided information 
on illegal hunting and completed a brief investigation which lead to 
filing a case for taking Rio Grande Turkey during closed season.  This 
is only one example of the type of work that Warden Harbaugh does 
on a regular, day to day basis.  His strong work ethic keeps him among 
the top in many categories within the district to include: miles pa-
trolled each year, time spent enforcing wildlife regulations, the 
amount of time spent in a boat enforcing fishing and water safety reg-
ulations, the number of cases made and his time with public outreach.  
Harbaugh not only strives for excellence during his everyday patrol 
and interaction with the public, but also does an outstanding job with 
reports and paperwork.  Warden Harbaugh regularly exhibits his ex-
cellence as the primary air boat operator for Region 7 and has taken 
the initiative to train other Game Wardens in air boat operations.  
Warden Harbaugh has volunteered and deployed on numerous opera-
tions across the State of Texas this past year.  His efforts were showcased on the Texas Border for enforcement 
of illegal fishing on the Rio Grande River along with his work during Hurricane Harvey where he was pictured 
on the front cover of the International Game Warden Magazine. 

 

     Warden Harbaugh is always near the top of the dis-
trict in the number of Public Programs that he puts on 
each year, as well as the number of Operation Outdoor 
events that he participates and assists with throughout 
the district which introduce our youth to hunting and 
fishing activities.  Texas Game Wardens know that if 
they need assistance and call upon Warden Harbaugh, 
he will be there to assist at a moment’s notice.  
Throughout the year, Warden Harbaugh has also assist-
ed with introducing the youth to hunting during youth 
events and has assisted with one of our district’s 
Wounded Warrior Hunts for military veterans. In addi-
tion, Warden Harbaugh is a member of the Critical Inci-
dent Peer Support Team and Search and Rescue Team 
which further exhibits his passion for serving others 
which extends throughout the State of Texas. 

     Game Warden Calvin Harbaugh always exhibits a 
“can do” and positive attitude when called upon to be 
involved with or to complete a task.  His 25 years as a 
Texas Game Warden has molded him to be a warden 
who makes decisions based on a calm and thorough 
thought process without getting excited, which keeps 
those around him at ease during difficult and stressful 
times.  These personal traits and qualities that Warden 

Harbaugh exhibits along with his positive attitude and demeanor sets him apart and makes him an outstanding 

Continued on Next Page 
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role model for younger Game Wardens.  As a member of the Critical Incident Peer Support Team, Harbaugh 
has been called upon numerous times this past year to assist his fellow wardens and their families during trying 
and difficult times.  Warden Harbaugh is always ready to assist in this capacity and has never declined a call 
for service during these difficult situations.  He is always ready to assist and his calm and compassionate de-
meanor helps others cope with these difficult times.  Warden Harbaugh is also a member of the Search and 
Rescue Team and holds his certification as a Swift Water Technician.  Being a member of the Search and Res-
cue Team along with his precision air boat operating abilities, Harbaugh has been called upon and deployed to 
numerous natural disasters throughout this past year.  He deployed to Hurricane Harvey here in Texas where 
he and his air boat team made numerous rescues and evacuations.  He was also deployed to Florida for Hurri-
cane Irma and has responded to other local flooding 
events within Texas.  Warden Harbaugh also regu-
larly volunteers to work Border Operations for 
Homeland Security enforcement.  He and other war-
dens were recognized this year for curtailing illegal 
fishing activity on the Rio Grande River which 
landed a picture of him on the front page of the Del 
Rio News Herald.  

      

     Warden Harbaugh is very efficient as a Texas 
Game Warden and manages his time well which 
keeps him amongst the top producers in the district.  
His ability to recognize what needs to be done al-
lows him to remain a well-rounded officer who en-
forces regulations equal across the wide spectrum of 
statues that we have.  For a warden such as Har-
baugh to be involved in Peer Support, Search and 
Rescue, Air Boat Operations and then to be one of 
the district’s top producers in other various catego-
ries as previously mentioned, exemplifies his ability 
to be efficient and successful as a 25+ year veteran 
game warden.  One example of Warden Harbaugh’s 
techniques to reach a large amount of people is 
through an annual local radio program that he does 
each fall to educate hunters on hunting regulations 
before the upcoming hunting season. This allows 
him to educate the general public on regulations and 
keeps that line of communication open to the com-
munity. 

     Warden Harbaugh is an outstanding leader for 
younger wardens, his passion for this job, his ability to adapt to various situations, his commitment to serving 
the people of Texas through programs and public outreach and most importantly his selflessness when it 
comes to supporting others during challenging or catastrophic times directly reflects on his character.  Through 
Warden Harbaugh’s work listed above, it definitely defines the true meaning of leadership and Calvin Har-
baugh is definitely a role model and leader that our Department is proud of.  Lastly, one of his greatest 
achievements has been his ability to remain and continue to grow as such an integral part of our Department 
even after more than 25 years of dedicated service! 

Proud Sponsor of the NWTF 
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2018 Summer/Fall Southern Texas Report 
By Mike Shouse—NWTF Regional Director South Texas 

    Wow!!!  Time flies when you are having fun!   And there has been a lot of fun 
in the southern half of Texas this year for our chapters.    The summer banquets 
saw marked increases in attendees and dollars raised from last year, and I am see-
ing lots of new committee members helping the older hands this year!!!     Special 
kudos go to Deep East Texas, Blue Bell and Blue Bonnets, Blackland Prairie and 
Montgomery County for all seeing especially big big jumps.     

Coming off the high from those monster August banquets, we shifted gears right 
into hunting season!!!!   Lots time already spent slinging lead at fast flying doves, stalking with a bow, and the 
first round of deer and ducks have been harvested.    Lots of our guys and gals have been “Saving the Hunt” by 
taking their kids and other newbees into the field.    Keep it up!   That is our future!     

Special thanks go out to the Williamson County chapter for assisting Texas Parks and Wildlife on the Granger 
WMA.     Seems like some of the signs on the area were vandalized and the department is lacking funds to re-
place this year.    Terry Turney heard of it, and knowing that the state Superfund was tapped out this year, Ter-
ry reached out to WilCo for help.     Clark Grigsby, Kevin Collier and the rest of the committee voted to pro-
vide the funds to replace the signs and will be getting the funds to TPW shortly to get the work started.   Way 
to step up WilCo!  

Our WITO leadership in Bell County recently hosted an Active Killer Interdiction seminar to help prepare the 
public to identify and react in active shooter type situations.     The class instructor, Paul Miceli of P.M. Fire-
arms Instruction, focused on what to look for (aka seeing what is not normal) and being proactive in critical 
situations in saving yourself and other.        The seminar was well attended and covered by the local ABC affil-
iate and was able to touch folks outside the group that participated that night.     If your chapter is interested in 
hosting such a seminar, let me know. 

As we go into the holidays, I hope you all have time to get out with friends and family and enjoy the outdoors.   
And don’t be shy, recruit them to be on your committee or start a new chapter!!!!!!    

 

 

NWTF Texas Private Lands Leasing Biologist Contracts Expire with Farm Bill 

Special message from Terry Turney; 

To President White, Past President McCarver, the State Board, Members, and Gene, on behalf of my col-
leagues and myself I would like to thank all of you for the friendship and support of our program over these 
years. I hope we have helped provide hunting opportunities across the State and made more folks aware of the 
hunting heritage we are so proud of in this Great Nation!  To those that are unaware of the current status of our 
positions as Private Lands Leasing Biologists, our funding has been tied to the Farm Bill and our current con-
tract will conclude November 30th.  We hope the Farm Bill will be approved, new grants proposed and ap-
proved, contracts signed and all will be right in the world again. Until that happens we will be around volun-
teering at banquets and helping anyway we can,  so feel free to call. If it doesn’t kick back in, we’ll still be 
around helping! Thanks to all of you, it’s been great and keep your fingers crossed for us! Terry, Shawn, and 
Tom! 
 From The NWTF Texas State Chapter Board of Directors; 
Thank you for all the hard work. You have been an invaluable team who has opened up thousands of acres for  
public hunting. You have been on the “front lines” in support of the NWTF mission. We hope that your posi-
tions will be renewed. 
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Texas Parks and Wildlife Turkey Report: 
by Jason Hardin 
 
NEW EASTERN TURKEY REGULATIONS  
 
     This spring the Eastern turkey season will open on April 22nd and close on May 14th.  The new season struc-
ture takes a week off the front end of the season and maintains the closing date of May 14th making the season 
a week shorter than in recent years.  TPWD has cause for concern due to continued declines in Eastern turkey 
harvest across their range in Texas.  Other states have recognized similar declines and modified their seasons 
as well in recent years.    
     In addition to delaying the opening day, TPWD has closed the turkey season in San Augustine and Upshur 
Counties.  Harvest in both counties has declined to the extent that San Augustine reported an average of only 1 
bird between 2015 and 2017.  In fact, San Augustine has not reported a harvest bird since 2015.  Upshur Coun-
ty reported an average of 0.3 birds between 2015 and 2017.  Like San Augustine County, Upshur reported on 
one bird harvested between 2015 and 2018.  Harvest reflects population density and these 
numbers are cause for concern.   
     Eastern turkeys are the only resident game animal in Texas with mandatory reporting.  
Turkey hunters in Bowie, Cass, Fannin, Grayson, Jasper, Lamar, Marion, Nacogdoches, 
Newton, Panola, Polk, Red River, and Sabine Counties are required to report their har-
vested turkey within 24 hours of harvest. The recent regulation changes are driven signifi-
cantly by reported hunter harvest data.  To make mandatory reporting easier TPWD went 
completely digital with reporting requirements in 2016.  Hunters can report their harvest 
on TPWD’s website at www.tpwd.texas.gov/turkey or on the My Hunt Harvest App, 
which is available at the App Store or Google Play.   

 
 
                
 

EASTERN WILD TURKEY RESTOCKING: 
 
     TPWD reengaged in an Eastern wild turkey restocking program in 2014 after years of research and devel-
opment of new habitat evaluation techniques.  TPWD staff, in cooperation with NWTF, other state agencies 
and many private landowners, has trapped and released over 1,000 wild turkeys across east Texas from the 
Trinity River in the west to Sam Rayburn Reservoir in the east, from Camp County in the north to Trinity 
County in the south.  To date, TPWD has observed young birds at all release sites and observed new birds en-
tering the population each fall.  TPWD hopes to release another 80 wild turkeys in Henderson County this fall. 
     TPWD will continue habitat evaluations this year.  TPWD has identified 4 sites to be evaluated this winter 
and spring for potential restocking.  For more information on the Eastern turkey restocking program please 
contact TPWD’s Turkey Program Leader, Jason Hardin, at 903-322-2770 or email at  
jason.hardin@tpwd.texas.gov 
     In addition to restocking efforts, TPWD has also partnered with NWTF to provide habitat management in-
centive payments, in cooperation with the Northeast Texas Conservation Delivery Network, to promote wild 
turkey habitat management in relation to existing and recently restocked wild turkey populations along the 
Neches River Focal Area.  This is a three-year project that will deliver approximately $75,000 in habitat man-
agement incentive payments annually.               
 
Hunting Forecast and Statewide Harvest Report  
 
     Texas is home to the highest density of Rio Grande wild turkeys in the world.  Most of 
the Rio Grande wild turkey population is located across the central portions of Texas from 
the High Plains to the Valley.  This area of the state is often droughty and the boom-bust 
in moisture patterns leads to highly variable reproduction in wild turkeys.  Wet winters 
and springs often lead to increased nesting effort and poults being recruited into the 
statewide population.  However, when winter and spring months receive below average 

Continued on Next Page 

Download the App today and Make your shot count 
 Report your harvest 
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moisture, or when summers experience above average temperatures, turkey reproduction and recruitment suf-
fer.  Texas had a boom in turkey recruitment in 2015 and 2016, but the last two nesting seasons have provided 
little in recruitment of new birds.  That means very few young birds can be expected across the Rio Grande 
turkey range this coming spring. 
 
     From a glass half-full standpoint, when summers are hot and dry hens experience higher survival rates.  
That is because most hen mortality occurs on the nest or with flightless broods.  This part of a hen’s life is the 
only time she will not roost in a tree at night.  The ground at night is a treacherous place for any wild turkey.  
This higher annual survival rate means more hens will be nesting when moisture returns to the Rio Grande tur-
key range and that means more poults to sustain or grow local populations.        
 
     Rio Grande turkey hunters can expect to find many mature gobblers across the Rio Grande range that were 
born in 2015 and 2016.  There should even be a few 2-year old gobblers out there in spots.  The lack of juve-
nile birds should make gobblers more workable for hunters due to fewer distractions from jakes or non-nesting 
jennies.   
 
     Eastern turkeys are clumped across east Texas.  Those areas that had birds in 2018 will have birds again 
this year.  Focus on areas that have recently been thinned and/or burned.  Turkeys love and seek out these 
types of disturbed areas.  Turkeys also spend a time along logging roads, skid trails and fire breaks.  This com-
bination of these landscape features is typically a good starting point for harvesting a mature gobbler.          
 
     TPWD sends 20,000 small game harvest surveys to Texas hunters annually.  This surveys helps TPWD 
staff track harvest of a number of species including dove, quail, turkey, and waterfowl.  Survey data suggests 
Texas had approximately 80,000 turkey hunters this past season.  Those hunters harvest about 42,000 turkeys 
and experience a 52% success rate.  Most of these hunters pursued turkeys during the spring season.  The Tex-
as Hill Country has the highest density of spring turkey hunters and harvest.  The Cross Timbers had the sec-
ond highest number of hunters but fell short to south Texas for the second highest number of turkeys harvest-
ed.  The top 5 counties with the highest harvest were Coleman, Kinney, Tom Green, Kimble, and McCulloch.             
 
TPWD WILD TURKEY BANDING EFFORTS 
 
     TPWD initiated a statewide banding study in 2016.  Since then TPWD staff and other conservation partners 
have banded close to 3,000 wild turkeys all across Texas.  Each leg band is stamped with “TPWD” and a 
phone number for reporting your harvested bird.  Big thanks goes out to all the hunters who reported banded 
turkeys.  This data is helping TPWD better assess harvest rates at the regional and statewide level, which in 
turn helps to predict population fluctuations and juvenile male recruitment.    
 
WILD TURKEY RESTORATION CONTINUES 
 
     TPWD released 251 wild turkeys at 3 sites across Anderson, Camp, and Henderson Counties this past win-
ter.  This completed a stocking in Camp County.  The Henderson County site is scheduled to receive another 
80 wild turkeys during the winter of 2019.  Two new sites along the Trinity River south of DFW are scheduled 
to receive turkeys this winter as well.   
 
     Three sites are currently being evaluated in Titus and Franklin Counties to determine if an On-the-Ground 
habitat evaluation is warranted during spring/summer of 2019.  If those sites pass this evaluation process 
TPWD will begin the process for restocking during the winter of 2020. For information on the eastern wild 
turkey restoration program contact Jason Hardin with TPWD.  
 
 
Jason Hardin 
903-322-2770 o 
Jason.hardin@tpwd.texas.gov   
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JAKES Take Aim Trailer and BB gun range 

The State of Texas has 3 Take Aim Trailers available for use by any chapter. These trailers carry an inflatable 
BB gun range designed for use in urban settings such as a Walmart parking lot or a city park. They can be used 
for any Jakes Event or other outdoor functions where the NWTF can be promoted and kids can learn safe 
shooting habits. If you would like to use the trailer at your event, call your regional director or send an email to 
txnwtf@gmail.com  

SCHOLARSHIP SEASON IS UPON US !!   
 
   To all Local Chapter Presidents and Chapter Scholarship Coordinators: 
As dedicated volunteers, we would all like to improve NWTF's name recognition in our communities.  One 
important way to do this is through our excellent outreach programs.  As NWTF State Scholarship Coordina-
tor, I have recently emailed all Chapter Presidents the recommended guidelines for developing a successful 
scholarship program in your chapter.  Please take the time to review these recommendations and then send the 
program information out to all local high school senior counselors.  In addition, publicize our program and 
your fund raiser in your local newspapers.  It's also a good time to take action to raise additional funds to sup-
plement those available from the State Chapter.  Gun raffles always work great, particularly during hunting 
season and just prior to Christmas.  
 
Please contact me if you need additional information. 
Regards, 
 
Lou Von Woglom 
NWTF State Scholarship Coordinator 
lvonwog@gmail.com 
(281) 320-8388 
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION UPDATE 

By Kim Potts 

Texas State Board, Outdoor Education Coordinator 

903-348-1845 

 

     The temperature is finally dropping and the colors in East Texas are quickly chang-
ing. We have had a lot of rain in the past few weeks which should guarantee us a very 
bright and colorful fall. Speaking of dropping, the acorns have begun to drop which 
means deer season and fall turkey season are in full swing! 

   Bow season has been uneventful for me due to my busy schedule, but arrows have 
started flying out in the districts. NASP Bullseye and IBO 3D tournaments are popping up on my calendar 
right and left with districts gearing up to get their shooters ready to qualify for the 2019 Texas-NASP State 
Tournaments. 

   I admire the dedication and enthusiasm of the students as I 
visit with them during the school day or at tournaments. It is an 
awesome feeling to observe them shoot, offer a little coaching 
tip or two, and then see their eyes light up when they follow 
through with my suggestions. Archery appeals to today’s youth 
because they like instant gratification and the time it takes for 
the arrow to leave their bow string, cross the target line and 
join the sometimes unbelievable groupings, is pretty darn in-
stant. 

   Speaking of instant gratification, let’s not forget about how 
we feel, even as adults, to feel that lunker snatch your bait, run 
with it, and hear your reel screaming with activity when the 
drag is engaged. How about when you lift the lid of that 12 
quart Dutch Oven to see, “What’s for Dinner?”. Have you ever 
followed a blood trail to find what lies at the end? Would you 
believe I have been describing a class that students have the 
opportunity to take now in many of our districts across the 
State of Texas? 

   This class is known to participating districts as Outdoor Ad-
ventures. If you are interested in knowing more about how to 
get this class started in your district, please feel free to call me, 
but make sure you have plenty of time to visit with me because 
it will not take you long to realize how passionate I am about 
this program. I need some time to fill you in on all of the wonderful experiences and lifelong skills it will offer 
your kids and how you can get assistance with funding. 

   The National Wild Turkey Federation, the Outdoors Tomorrow Foundation, and Texas Parks and Wildlife 
have joined hands to help this program take flight. Thank you all for your interest in our youth. 

 

Find time to enjoy what nature has to offer! 

Continued on Next Page 

Avinger ISD—Broken leg in 2 places 
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Lions Camp—Trace Briggs 

North West Texas Region Report 

By Erika Martinez—NWTF Regional Director North West Texas 

     I am your new North West Texas Regional Director, Erika Martinez. I was 
born in Texas but was transplanted to Oklahoma when I was 11.  
I worked as a 911 dispatcher in Tillman County for 6 years, before going to 
work for the Tillman County Oklahoma State University Extension Office. In 
the 13 years there I put together numerous fairs, county livestock shows, and 
banquets for 4-H and Ag meetings. 
I also worked for Phillips 66 for 5 years, part time, doing their marketing  in Ok-
lahoma and Texas, which included Grand Openings for new stores and working 
all the Big 12 Championships games. 
In February of 2012, I was invited to go the National Convention in Nashville 

not knowing a thing about NWTF. I loved it so much that I made that my yearly “vacation”.  
In 2014, I reached out to NWTF to see if I could help at the convention and I have been working in the Turkey 
Shoppe since. 
After my trip to Nashville in 2015, I decided to try my hand at hunting. I went out with a couple of friends and 
shot my first 2 turkeys with 1 shot. 
I've been hooked ever since. Besides turkey, I also hunt deer, dove, quail, and crane and love to hunt bullfrogs 
as well. 
When I'm not out hunting, I love to go out in my Jeep rock crawling.  
I am so excited to be able to share my love for the outdoors in this new venture. Thank you to everyone that 
has reached out to welcome me. I'm excited to get to know everyone in the upcoming year. Don't hesitate to 
reach out to me at 580-305-2389. 
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NWTF’s Wheelin’ Sportsmen Youth Hunt 
By Tim Webster—State Wheelin’ Sportsman Coordinator 
 
     Most of us know the joy of the outdoors.  The whisper of the wind 
through the trees.  The birds waking up at day break announcing to the 
world that another day has come to all God’s creatures.  Sharing that ex-
perience with someone who has never had the experience is one of the 
most rewarding things you will ever do. 
     NWTF’s Wheelin’ Sportsmen Program provides people with disabili-
ties the opportunity to do that very thing, enjoy the outdoors.  You think 

going in that you will be teaching these guys something and you do. However, the real JOY comes from what 
they teach you!  These folks show us that anything is possible if you want it. The abilities these individuals 
have should be inspirational to us all.  

Recently my Chapter and 2 other Chapters were given the opportunity to partner with the US Corp of 
Engineers to take 3 disabled youth to help control the deer population on a land locked property in a metropoli-
tan area. From orientation thru Firearms Safety to target practice the excitement and desire for the hunt had 
everyone eager for daylight to break the next morning.  Each hunt more exciting than the last in anticipation of 
the right deer to step out. At camp hearing each hunter tell the story of their hunt fills your soul with joy. 
     Then comes the photo shoot with the hunters harvest.  Smiles so big that their jaws will be sore. The high 
fives and yee-ha’s fill you up in ways unimaginable.  Question is, who gets more out of it? If your Chapter has 
never put a hunt on, you should consider it. It likely will change someone’s life forever, maybe yours. 

Pictured L to R; Nick Wilson, Zach Wilhite 

and Donald Wilhite 

Pictured L to R; Rob Jordan, 

Sienna Kostelecky and Scott 

Kostelecky 
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West Texas/Oklahoma District Biologist Report 
Gene T. Miller      

 Rx Fire is Essential to Habitat Restoration in Oklahoma 
and Texas  
Note: For this fall/winter issue of our NWTF State Chapter 
newsletters in Oklahoma and Texas, I wanted to share my 
thoughts on this subject that has been in the news of late, that 
has recently been addressed to all members and the general 
public on our national NWTF website, that is of utmost im-
portance to successful restoration of land and native wildlife 
habitat in general, and to wild turkey habitat in particular.  

Simply put, native vegetation in every region of Oklahoma and Texas is pyric, or fire dependent, meaning that 
our native plant communities evolved and developed with it. Natural fire on the landscape is first noted in the 
Bible, where Psalm 104, verse 32 says, “He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth; he toucheth the hills and 
they smoke.”  
Native Americans used it effectively to attract native wildlife for food and all sustenance of their lives. Like-
wise, both states were historically made up of mostly prairie landscapes maintained by natural fire at differing 
intervals of time, from the Gulf of Mexico to the High Plains, and from the western Trans-Pecos mountains 
and basins to the massive acreage of mostly open oak and pine savannah woodlands from the flatwoods of 
East Texas north up to the Ozark Uplift in eastern Oklahoma.  
However, the hand of man has changed natural processes that existed during historical conditions back 150 
years ago, and the impact of natural fire is rarely realized nowadays, especially at the landscape level. Frankly, 
it is a big part of what is missing for accelerating Eastern wild turkey restoration in East Texas (by creation of 
more open woodland conditions). It is a very cost-effective land management tool that is slowly but steadily 
gaining acceptance and popularity as more people become aware of its practical use and positive benefits to 
grazing lands, timber, and wildlife habitat.  
Let your State Board members know that you support use of this tool on public and private lands in our states, 
and that you are in favor of allocation of funds to assist efforts of Oklahoma Prescribed Burn Association and 
the Prescribed Burn Alliance of Texas when requests come through our normal Super Fund Budget allocation 
process, especially as it applies to impacting private lands in a fair and equitable way through training, equip-
ment, trailers and such for local Prescribed Burn 
Associations. It is a perfect fit with what both state 
boards have determined to be of key importance on 
your behalf in our State Strategic Plans for Save the 
Habitat. Save the Hunt. in Oklahoma and Texas.  
For additional good reading on the benefits of grow-
ing season Rx burns, see the following links:  
 
http://www.txnwtf.org/blog-impact/2018/12/7/
prescribed-fire-position-supporting-information 
 
 http://www.txnwtf.org/blog-impact/2018/12/7/nwtf
-prescribed-fire-position-more-supporting-material 

                                                          Caddo NG Ladonia Rx burn Fall 2017 
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NWTF Mid-South Director of Development Update 
Luke D. Lewis 

Leveraging Major Donor Gifts 

 

As the NWTF Director of Development for the Mid-South region I never thought 
I’d become someone that worked to garner major donor gifts with NWTF. Being a 
wildlife biologist for 40 years, with 12 years working for NWTF, I was always 
concerned about spending NWTF super fund dollars, administering grants, or lev-
eraging dollars to help conservation. Our NWTF mission is the conservation of the 

wild turkey and the preservation of our hunting heritage.  

The Development department staff works very closely with our NWTF Field Operations, biologists and forest-
ers, R3 coordinators, and Edgefield, SC staff to identify and reach out to current NWTF members, new mem-
ber prospects, and many company partners to have them consider major donor gifts at the end of each calendar 
year, and throughout the entire year to cultivate and build friendships to financially support our organization.  

Many donors may feel like their gifts go directly to our headquarters in South Carolina where their dollars are 
used for the “Highest Conservation Value”. So you might ask how is the money used? With NWTF major do-
nor giving you have three options for donating to our organization. One is an Unrestricted Gift where a do-
nor’s gift does go directly back to our headquarters, but can be used to underwrite many positions within the 
NWTF. For instance, by the end of 2019 NWTF will employ over 80 biologists and foresters to deliver conser-
vation in the US. We also have been able to grow our field operations and development staff to raise more dol-
lars for the mission since 1973.  

The second giving option is to contribute to one of the six “America’s Big Six” regions to support conserva-
tion efforts and outreach for our hunting heritage programs, again where we currently have the highest conser-
vation priority. This might allow for purchasing land access, large landscape size habitat projects, or support-
ing new positions like our R3 coordinators that provide recruitment, retention, and reactivation to people in the 
outdoors.  

The third area of giving allows a donor to specifically “Restrict” a gift 
to a state of their choice. This would allow 80% of the donor gift to be 
allocated to a state where the state NWTF biologist would again use 
these dollars toward the highest conservation priority. Use of these 
dollars might be use to leverage state agency Pittman Robertson dol-
lars at a 3:1 match, USFS Stewardship Agreement habitat work on 
BLM/ USFS lands at a 5:1 match, or match dollars with grants at a 5:1 
match. Some habitat projects have been matched as much at 20 or 30:1 
in some cases like the Oaks and Prairies Joint Venture grant in OK & 
TX for 2.9 million dollars helping landowners. 

So as our year end comes to a close and NWTF members and partners 
might consider contributing to a charitable 501C3 group like NWTF, 
just remember your dollars go a long way to support our mission and 
the efforts to Save the Habitat, Save the Hunt. The NWTF develop-
ment department or other staff can connect you with someone to ex-
plain how your major donor gift can truly make a big difference in 
supporting conservation projects and keeping our hunting heritage 
strong in America. Consider giving us a call to discuss this option any 
time throughout the year.  

 

318-423-7777 

llewis@nwtf.net  
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