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July 21, 2008 
 
 
Dear Texas Member: 
 
The Texas State Chapter Board of Directors is pleased to offer its members the opportunity to purchase 
Biologic Texas Draw at a subsidized price.  The Texas State Hunting Heritage Super Fund will pay for 50 
percent of the seed and shipping charges.  This forage blend was created in cooperation with members of 
the Texas Trophy Hunters Association, who wanted a food plot that would effectively and consistently 
draw deer in from miles away. The result — a fall forage blend of Austrian peas, Triticale, wheat, oats, 
clover and chicory — delivers maximum attractiveness under harsh, dry growing conditions, quickly 
developing into a lush green food plot that performs throughout the cool winter months.  Biologic Texas 
Draw is the ideal blend for optimum deer herd health, maximum attractiveness and excellent deer 
visibility.  This mix will cover ½ acre. 
 
Sponsor Members may purchase a total of ten: 
 

• 20-pound bags of Texas Draw (covers ½ acre) for just $23.00, shipping included 
 
Regular Members may purchase a total of four: 
 

• 20-pound bags of Texas Draw (covers ½ acre) for just $23.00, shipping included 
 
All orders are filled on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Quantities are limited on subsidized seed due 
to the dollars allocated to the program.  Seed will ship approximately two weeks from date of order. 
 
Biologic Texas Draw can be broadcast or planted with a grain drill. Spread the seed on a well-prepared 
seedbed at 40 lbs. per acre.  Use a cultipacker or a drag to lightly cover the seed. Do not disk, as this will 
bury the seeds too deep for germination.  Texas Draw is best planted in September or October in Texas.  
Typically the southern and western counties receive their moisture during these months, and some soil 
moisture is necessary to establish the plot. 
 
***As an additional benefit, each member can purchase additional bags of Biologic Texas Draw  for just 
$46.00 unsubsidized but at a reduced price, in unlimited quantities.  However, to take advantage of these 
savings, you must submit the order with this seed subsidy offer. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Bob Linder 
Texas State Chapter President 
National Wild Turkey Federation 

Update on Angelina National Forest Research Project page 9

Photo by Dale Bounds 

Dedicated to conservation of the wild turkey 
and the preservation of our hunting heritageOur Mission:



Winner Takes All 3 Guns!

Browning X Bolt Medallion .280

Order Your Tickets Now!

Browning Silver Hunter 12 GA Browning Hi Power Mark III 9mm

Drawing will be held January, 2017
ORDER FORM

 

Texas State NWTF Browning Gun Raffle Tickets

Please send me________ @$25.00 each

WINNER TAKES ALL THREE GUNS!

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City_________________________  State _____   Zip Code ______________  Phone Contact ___________________________

Mail order form to:
President Craig White • 271 CR 720 • Nacogdoches, Texas 75864  

(936) 552-1942 cell • (936) 622-6766 fax

Only 300 
tickets will 

be sold
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A QUICK BIO
 
I have been an active 
committee member 
of my local chapter in 
Nacogdoches (April 
AWOL) for the past 8 years.  
The last 6 I have served as 
president.  I have served 
on your Texas State Board 
of Directors for the past 6 
years as well holding the 

positions of JAKES Coordinator, Wheelin’ Sportsmen Coordinator, 
and now president.  As a father of two children, ages 7 and 4, the 
mission of the NWTF speaks loudly to me and I am thrilled to be 
involved in an organization that takes pride in conservation and our 
wildlife as a whole.  I speak on behalf of many parents by saying I 
hope my kids are able to grow up and enjoy the outdoors as I did 
growing up and now as an adult. If I ever have a chance to make 
things better for our youth than I had, you can bet that I will help 
make it happen.  After helping host outreach events like our annual 
JAKES event and Wheelin’ Sportsmen hunt, it is clear to me why I 
am involved in the NWTF….to help other people enjoy the things 
that many of us take for granted on a daily basis.
    
OUR TEXAS STATE BOARD 
 When I joined the State Board of Directors six years ago, I was 
extremely nervous.  I knew I would be meeting and joining a group 
of individuals that had very high expectations for our state and our 
organization as a whole.  Since that time, I have learned a great deal 
from the guys and gals that I now call my family and friends.  I 
quickly learned that I shared the same goals and ambitions that they 
did and I was honored to be a part of such a wonderful group.  Now 
as the president, I have the greatest support group that a person could 
have have ask for.  The first few months of presidency have been 
very busy as I have taken on a role that can easily be looked at as 
a full time position while also juggling a full time job as a business 
owner and running my local NWTF chapter.  With the support of 
our State Board, Regional Directors, and Regional Biologists, I have 
been able to hit the ground running.  I have been able to learn how 
a lot of our business is conducted as a state, all while meeting new 
people and developing a deeper passion for the organization that I 
already held close to my heart

TEXAS 2016 SUPERFUND BUDGET 
 Our Texas State Board of Directors made history again by 
approving the largest budget ever for the state of Texas for 2016!  A 
working balance of $241,025 is budgeted to fund the various areas:  
Habitat Enhancement $81,775, Education $20,900, Scholarships 
$11,500, Youth Events $12,500, Hunting Heritage $33,000, Wild 
Turkey Restoration $12,000, Women in the Outdoors $2,000, 
Habitat Signage $5,000, Research $22,850, Wheelin’ Sportsmen 
$3,500, National Convention $20,500, and Other expenses(tech 
travel, turkey hunters care, TPWD Lone Star Awards sponsorship, 
publicity, etc) $15,500.  I would like to extend a big thank you to 
Mr. Gene T. Miller, Regional Biologist, for organizing our budget 

accordingly and helping facilitate expense payments throughout the 
year.  His hard work is greatly appreciated!
 

TURKEY RESTORATION 
2016 has proven to be a landmark year in turkey restoration in East 
Texas.  A total of 203 birds were trapped in Iowa, West Virginia, and 
Tennessee.  Those turkeys were released on 3 different sights in East 
Texas:  
 White Rock Pasture in Trinity County received 40 birds 
completing an 80 bird restoration that began last year.  The Angelina 
National Forest in Angelina County received 83 turkeys, and Coon 
Pond located in Cherokee County received 80 birds.  These super 
stockings are a product of our upland game bird stamp money 
collected annually by TPWD along with the aid of the State Chapter 
of the NWTF.  Special thanks to Mr. Jason Hardin, TPWD upland 
game bird specialist, for his countless hours of work and efforts in 
coordinating these releases. 

SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL RENDEZVOUS – 
DALLAS/FORT WORTH 
 Every summer, volunteers gather from Texas, Oklahoma, 
Arkansas, and Louisiana for a weekend of comradery and leadership.  
Three years ago, the four states collectively agreed to rotate hosting 
this weekend gathering through the four states.  This year, for the 
20th Anniversary of the South Central Regional Rendezvous, we are 
privileged to host the event right here in our great state.  The event 
will be held at the Dallas/Fort Worth Marriott Solana in Westlake, 
TX.  
 Dates for the event will be July 29-31, 2016.  With Texas hosting 
the Rendezvous this year, we hope for the largest Texas turnout ever, 
so please spread the word!!  For more information on the South 
Central Regional Rendezvous, please contact your local Regional 
Director or Robbi Vincent rvincent@nwtf.net. (See page 13)

Craig White
President, Texas State Chapter - NWTF
craigswhite@yahoo.com

Craig White releasing bird at Coon Pond.

From Your Texas State NWTF President... 

Craig White

Photo Credit: Jason Hardin
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The Best of the Best ...
2015 Texas Award Winners

Past President, Robert Linder and wife Diana accept the 
Dr. Sam McManus Award as outstanding volunteer in Texas.

Central /North Texas Volunteers of the year
Richard and Lisa Sewall

South Texas Volunteers of the year
Cathy and Jamie Bennett

April AWOL Chapter won the Best Overall Texas Chapter (L.A.Dixon Award), Highest Gross Income Award, 
Highest Net Income Award and shared the (Best Wheelin’ Sportsman Award) with the Pineywoods Chapter

NWTF TEXAS
AWARDS DINNER AND CASINO NIGHT!

FREDERICKSBURG. TEXAS

East Texas Volunteer of the Year
Andrea Webb

Panhandle 
Volunteer of the Year

Glenn Kahlich 
(no photo available)
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HIGHEST GROSS INCOME
April AWOL

Pineywoods Chapter
Alamo Chapter

HIGHEST NET INCOME
April AWOL

Pineywoods Chapter
Houston Chapter

HIGHEST NET TO GROSS
Houston Chapter
Perryton Strutters 

Big Thicket

HIGHEST MEMBERSHIP
Pineywoods 

April AWOLr
Canadian River Chapter

HIGHEST SPONSORSHIP
Pineywoods Chapter
*Houston Chapter

*April AWOL Chapter
**Cottonwood Creek

**Canadian River Chapter

BEST JAKES EVENT
Kaufman County Double Beards

Pineywoods Chapter/April AWOL
Black Land Prairie Chapter

BEST WITO EVENT
Northeast Texas Chapter WITO 

Tri-County Chapter WITO
Pioneer Chapter WITO

BEST WHEELIN EVENT
Pineywoods/April AWOL/Gulf Coast 

Chapter (***2 awards with both names on it)

BEST OVERALL TEXAS CHAPTER
FOR 2015 “L.A. DIXON AWARD”

April AWOL chapter
Pineywoods Chapter

Houston

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
North Texas & Panhandle Region - 

Glenn Kahlich
Central & North Texas Region – 

Richard & Lisa Sewall
South Texas Region – 

Cathy & Jamie Bennett
East Texas  Region – Andrea Webb

THE DR. SAM MCMANUS AWARD
Robert “Bob” Linder

MOST IMPROVED CHAPTER 2015
Harris County Wildlife Group Chapter

2015 Texas State Awards Winners

Most improved Chapter goes to the 
Harris County Wildlife Group

Houston Chapter wins the Best Net to Gross Income Award

Pineywoods Chapter wins Highest Sponsor Members 
Award, Highest Membership Award and Best Wheelin’ 

Sportsman Event Award (shared with April AWOL Chapter)
Kaufman County Double Beards win the 

Best JAKES Event Award

Photos by Bob Linder
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Texas Wins Awards!

Texas State NWTF Chapter earns awards 
at the 40th NWTF Convention in Nashville

The Texas delegation poses for a photograph. Texas Chapters Recognized: April AWOL and Pineywoods 
Local Chapters win elite Grand Slam Awards,Craig White and Aubrey Luce receives awards for April AWOL 

and Pineywoods Chapters. April AWOL wins third place in the nation for Highest Net at a single event.

Texas State NWTF Chapter is first 
in category at NWTF Convention. 

President Craig White and outgoing 
President Dick McCarver accepted the 

L.A. Dixon award at the convention.

Texas Volunteer Earns Conservation Award 
 NASHVILLE, Tenn. – Robert 
Linder of Marble Falls, Texas, has been 
an ambassador for the National Wild 
Turkey Federation for more than 25 
years. His dedication to conservation and 
preserving our hunting heritage earned 
him a national award.
 Linder accepted one of the five Roger 
M. Latham Sportsman Wild Turkey 
Service Awards at the 40th annual NWTF 
Convention and Sport Show. RAM is the 
official convention sponsor.

 “I am humbled by this award and still in disbelief. I volunteer 
for the NWTF because I believe in the mission – creating and 
restoring habitat for the wild turkey and recruiting more hunters,” 
Linder said. “I also believe that through teaching young people 
how to turkey call, we are making better turkey hunters and also 
making the world a better place.”
 Roger M. Latham Sportsman Wild Turkey Service Awards are 
given to NWTF members who are not employed as professional 

wildlife managers, but have made significant contributions to wild 
turkey conservation.
 The NWTF determined this year’s award winners based on 
how their work strengthens the Save the Habitat. Save the Hunt. 
initiative. Linder was instrumental in the creation and success 
of the Houston NWTF chapter, where he served for 17 years as 
president. 
 Linder’s work with the NWTF led to a passion for the sport of 
turkey calling. He organized the first Texas State Turkey Calling 
Championship and also has worked for the past six years as a judge 
and emcee for the NWTF Grand National Calling Championships.
 “Robert has made a tremendous impact in his community 
and state,” said George Thornton, NWTF CEO. “He exemplifies 
the NWTF’s mission of conservation and the preservation of our 
hunting heritage.”
 Currently, Linder is serving as the political liaison for the 
Texas state chapter’s board of directors. He also is the chairman 
of the Texas Outdoor Partners, a coalition of fish and wildlife 
organizations dedicated to conserve and enhance habitat and 
preserve our outdoor way a life.

Robert Linder
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By Dale Bounds

 The Angelina Sabine National Forests of the National Forests 
and Grasslands in Texas received a group Making Tracks Award for 
Conservation Education at the 2016 NWTF Convention in Nashville, 
Tennessee.
 Mark Van Every, Forest Supervisor for the National Forests and 
Grasslands in Texas, accepted the award on behalf of the team.
For years the US Forest Service has partnered with the April AWOL 
and the Pineywoods NWTF (PNWTF) Chapters to deliver the Texas 
State JAKES Event and the Angelina Wheelin’ Sportsman Deer 
Hunt.
 These two events have been recognized as the outstanding 
outreach events in Texas many times.
 The Angelina Wheelin’ Sportsman Hunt has been recognized 
with award several times as the best Wheelin’ Sportsman event in the 
nation at the NWTF National Convention.
 This last year at the Pineywoods and April AWOL- NWTF 
Chapters  annual Angelina Wheelin Sportsman Hunt, USFS 
employee Mandy Chumley was recognized for her work to make this 
partnership such a success. Forest Supervisor Mark Van Every, US 
Forest Service Wildlife Biologist Jason Engle and Angelina Sabine 
District Ranger, Kimpton Cooper made a presentation to Mandy also 
on the US Forest Service behalf.
 According to Forest Service Biologist, Jason Engle ” Mandy 
is very deserving of this recognition. Her passion for the Wheelin’ 
Sportsman Event is great. She truly cares for each participant, and 
she makes sure everyone’s experience is welcoming and enjoyable”.  
 In addition to these outreach events, the Angelina Sabine 
National Forest has hosted a Annual Dove Hunt on the Sabine 
National Forrest. This annual September NWTF Youth Dove Hunt 
was created to provide an opportunity for (JAKES)youth hunters.

 

The US Forest Services also partners with the PNWTF Chapter for 
the Lufkin State Supported Living Centers Wheelin’ Sportsman 
Bream Buster Fishing Event.
 We are grateful for this long and meaningful partnership that 
has brought success to our organization through our group efforts to 
make Texas better.

National Forests and Grasslands in Texas 
NWTF Partnership Recognized at National Convention

Beckie Humphries –NWTF Chief Conservation Officer, 
Mark Van Every –  Forest Supervisor National Forests and 

Grasslands in Texas, Tom Tidwell – Chief, US Forest Service.

L/R, Craig White – President Texas State NWTF Chapter, Mandy 
Chumley – Angelina National Forest and 

Dale Bounds – Pineywoods NWTF, Past President.  

L/R, Mark Van Every – Forest Supervisior, National Forests and Grasslands in Texas, 
Jason Engle – US Forest Service Wildlife Biologist, Mandy Chumley – Angelina 

National Forest and Angelina/Sabine District Ranger Kempton Cooper.

Photo Credit: NWTF 
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Save the Habitat ... East Texas Regional Biologist Report
By Dan Johnson
East Texas Regional Biologist
(406) 239-6454 • djohnson@nwtf.net

  The first half of 2016 has been a 
very rewarding time for turkeys and their 
habitat in eastern Texas.  The NWTF is 
involved in projects from the Red River 
to the Gulf Coast which are making both 
public and private lands more suitable 
for both Rio Grande and Eastern wild 
turkeys.

  To highlight one project, a forest stand 
improvement harvest on Gus Engeling 
WMA is nearing completion.  This post 
oak savannah restoration activity is being 

applied to approximately 2,000 acres of habitat unique to this area 
of the state.  Reducing the density of the trees and increasing the 
native grass component will greatly benefit the turkey population 
on the WMA. A similar restoration project is underway on the Sam 
Houston National Forest and is in the works for Cooper Lake WMA.  
This year NWTF Superfund dollars will go to work for other habitat 
improvement projects on Alazan Bayou WMA, Gus Engeling WMA, 
and East Texas turkey cooperatives.
 Turkey cooperatives in East Texas are providing some progressive 
movement in increasing our suitable habitat in the Pineywoods 
region. These cooperative groups are comprised of conservation 
minded landowners who are working closely with Texas Parks and 
Wildlife to manage their lands for the benefit of the wild turkey.  Some 
of these cooperatives are adjacent to public lands, increasing the size 
of contiguous blocks of habitat dedicated to conservation.  Some of 
the recent turkey releases have been conducted on cooperative lands 
and we look for a promising response in population growth in these 
areas.
 Superfund dollars are also helping to drive some important 
turkey research both on the Angelina National Forest and through 
a statewide turkey banding program.  The NWTF is also playing 
an important role in getting prescribed fire implemented across the 
region and has this year helped to burn over 3,000 acres of high 
quality habitat in our Pineywoods focal landscape.
 So, in conclusion, what I see as both a biologist and NWTF 
member is the way our volunteers, private landowners, government 
agencies, and non-governmental organizations are working 
together to bring about strong and long-lasting conservation.  The 

consolidation and interworking of all these projects is truly an 
amazing accomplishment in its own right, especially when we see 
the role the NWTF playing in bringing these projects to fruition.
 This couldn’t be done without the support and involvement of 
our volunteers.  Thank you all for allowing me to help steward your 
contributions into on the ground habitat improvements which help 
strengthen our turkey populations and hunting opportunities across 
the state!
 As always, please feel free to contact me if there is anything I 
can do to help you further conservation efforts on your land or help 
you understand a little more about what we are doing at NWTF and 
why.

Gus Engeling WMA

Prescribed burn

The winner of the 2016 Texas State NWTF $2000 Scholarship is Sarah Starks of the 
Cottonwood Creek Chapter.  Sarah is graduating from Carroll Senior High School in 
Southlake, Texas and will attend the University of Oklahoma majoring in Biomedical 
Engineering.  She is active in the Southlake Clay Target Program sponsored by the NWTF 
and found out about the scholarship through that program.  She wrote an interesting essay 
about the environment and the changes to wildlife habitat due to ever-increasing urban 
sprawl.  She is a strong supporter of our hunting heritage.  Congratulations, Sarah, and good 
luck in your future endeavors.

2016 NWTF Texas State Scholarship Winner
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By Gene T. Miller
NWTF Regional Biologist

West Texas Regional Biologist Report

     Greetings and I hope everyone 
who reads this has had a great 
spring turkey season!  We have 
another great year shaping up 
for ground-nesting birds with 
all the timely rains.  With a 
good production year in 2015 to 
build on, we could have record 
production of wild turkeys and 
quail in Texas during 2016…
we’ll just have to wait and see  
NWTF’s Save the Habitat. Save 

The Hunt. - NWTF’s national habitat and hunting heritage initiative 
continues to move forward in the Lone Star State with habitat acres 
accruing in some of your NWTF Focal Landscapes and beyond from 
west to east, and north to south.  
 New $1 million dollar hazardous fuels grant on Caddo-LBJ 
National Grasslands - National Wild Turkey Federation has just 

awarded $218,000 worth of work on the Caddo National Grassland 
in Fannin County through a Challenge Cost Share Agreement.  We 
are thankful for this opportunity to partner with U. S. Forest Service 
and proudly acknowledge Texas Parks and Wildlife Department and 
Texas A&M Forest Service as excellent cooperators in this work.  We 
will impact ~550 acres of work on the ground this year!  Stay tuned!
     Final ramblings - The best thing that has happened in our family 
since the last newsletter is the birth of our new granddaughter, 
Sarah Renee Martin, in early March.  Proud parents are Chuck and 
Leslie Martin, and big brother Jude (7).  Then, my other son-in-law 
Justin Schenk had a good first-ever spring turkey outing with me in 
Collingsworth County and harvested 3 nice jakes!  I always offer 
my personal thanks to all our Texas NWTF staff, state board, and all 
of you volunteers for what you do each day to further our mission.  
Without you, we would not have an NWTF.  If any of you members 
have questions for me, please contact me at gmiller@nwtf.net and 
806/655-9416 (office) and we’ll visit.  Until next time, be well, be 
safe, and good hunting! 

Taylor Lakes Unit of the Playa Lakes WMA – 
habitat restoration work on winter/spring 

2016 to open woodlands 
and Rx burn prairie. 

$5,000 Super Fund plus $15,000 
Pittman-Robertson federal aid match 

through TPWD = $20,000 on the 
ground for public hunters in 

Texas in Donley County (Panhandle).

Gene with new granddaughter Sara 
Renee Martin.
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By  Daniel Sullivan, PhD Graduate Research Student
  University of Georgia – Warnell School of Forestry   
  and Natural Resources 

 Georgia?! Y’all are a long way from home! We certainly are 
but nevertheless we are excited about the opportunity to conduct 
stimulating research with eastern wild turkeys here in east Texas. 
As Dr. Bret Collier (LSU) mentioned in the December 2015 Texas 
NWTF newsletter, the focus of the UGA multi-year study is to 
examine the influence of prescribed fire on nesting and movement 
ecology of translocated eastern wild turkeys in Angelina National 
Forest. The data collected throughout our study will also serve an 
important role in a collaborative study between Dr. Collier’s crew 
and our team at UGA that will look at the impacts of prescribed fire 
on wild turkey populations throughout the Southeast. The results of 
this research will provide agencies and stakeholders with significant 
information to be used for better managing habitat for eastern wild 
turkeys in Texas and the Southeast. 
 We kicked off the year by releasing 83 birds (23 males, 60 
females) from Iowa and West Virginia into Angelina National Forest 
with the help of NWTF volunteers, TPWD biologists, and US Forest 
Service staff. Prior to release, blood samples were collected from 
each individual for genotyping and GPS transmitters were affixed 
to 17 males and all 60 females. We also affixed traditional VHF 
transmitters to the remaining 6 males for monitoring throughout the 
year. In addition, every bird was banded with a unique sequence that 
will allow us to conduct camera-trap surveys later in the spring when 
hens are with broods.
 Since being released, we have observed a great deal of individual 
variation in the distances traveled across the east Texas landscape. 
Some birds stayed relatively close to the release site (within one 
mile) whereas others took off on long continuous excursions (farthest 
at this time: 67 miles by 3 subadult hens). Fortunately, many of the 

birds have returned as expected to the national forest and are now 
primarily using roads, open areas, and hardwood stream management 
zones on a regular basis. 
 Furthermore, nesting season is upon us and our crew has been 
busy performing vegetation surveys at nesting sites where nests have 
failed. 
 The data collected at each nesting site will be used to quantify 
and compare habitat characteristics associated with nesting success. 
As of late-April, 6 hens had initiated nests, but 4 have already failed. 
We expect over the next 2 weeks, we will see nesting go into full 
swing. With good weather and some luck, we hope to see poults 
adventuring through Angelina in the upcoming weeks.
 In closing, we would like to say thank you to everyone for 
welcoming us here in Texas. With a new study comes the opportunity 
to work with new stakeholders and we have to say it’s been a pleasure 
working with Texas NWTF volunteers, TPWD biologists, and US 
Forest Service staff. As this study progresses, we look forward to 
working with each of you into the future.

Research Update: 
Eastern Wild Turkeys in Angelina National Forest

NWTF Volunteers Buck Doiron and Norm Wade release a EWT hen outfitted with a GPS Back Pack unit on the Angelina National Forest. 
Researchers Daniel Sullivan and Kandis Cazenave stand to the side and monitor the release.

EWT being outfitted with a GPS Back Pack Tracking Unit prior to being 
released on the Angelina National Forest.

Photo Credit: Dale Bounds

Photo Credit: Dale Bounds
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Research Update: 
Eastern Wild Turkeys in the Pineywoods and Post Oak Savannah
By Chris Comer and Bryce Gerlach 

 It’s spring in East Texas and once again the sound of a gobbling 
tom echoes throughout the Pineywoods and Post Oak Savannah 
ecoregions of Texas. Many of these sounds of spring are a direct 
result of ongoing superstocking translocation efforts by the NWTF 
and Texas Parks and Wildlife Department.  After stocking 3 sites in 
2014 and one in 2015, an additional ___ sites have been stocked with 
up to 80 translocated turkeys from various other states.  Researchers 
at Stephen F. Austin State University have been marking a portion 
of these birds with GPS backpack transmitters for three years now 
to study the reproductive success and habitat use of these new Texas 
residents.  
 This spring we have 18 new GPS transmitters out on eastern 
wild turkey hens from Iowa and West Virginia that were released at 
a private coop in Trinity County.  We also placed radios on two hens 
at Gus Engeling WMA in Anderson County.
 SFASU graduate student Bryce Gerlach and his technicians 
will be tracking these birds throughout the spring and summer to 
document nesting activity and poult production.  Nesting began 
early this season, with the first documented nest initiation on April 1, 
2016.  Hopefully, we will document better success than the 15% raw 
nest success we observed last year among marked hens.  
 In particular, we hope to have several successful broods so that 

we can document additional fine-scale movements of brooding hens.  
Our earlier work showed that availability of suitable brood habitat 
may be an important limitation in east Texas.  
 Without adequate cover (tall bunch grasses and low woody 
cover) and high-protein food (insects and other invertebrates) to 
support turkey broods, it is difficult to get poults through the critical 
first few weeks of life.  Examining movements during this part of the 
reproductive cycle will be a key to the success of current and future 
translocation efforts

Banded hen with brood.

 Update on Brandon Jacob’s 
Appalachia Trail hike in an effort to 
raise $250,000 for turkey restoration.  
As a reminder, the journey will take him 
from Georgia through North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia, 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
New York,Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
Vermont, and New Hampshire before 
ending in Maine.
 He has made it all the way to Virginia, 
and is 468 miles into his 2,180 mile trek 
for the turkeys. He has reporting that he 
is in good shape and is confident he will 
complete the journey. On the wildlife 
observation side, he has reported “I am 
hexed. The word is out that I have a turkey 
call and so is the accurate rumour  has it 
that I have yet to see a turkey! I am starting 
to receive text pictures of gobblers as 
everyone else has seen a turkey!”
 If you haven’t taken a moment to 
support Brandon, please take a sec and go 
to https://www.gofundme.com/turkeyhike 
and pledge!!!!   Remember all donations 
will be matched $4 to $1 by Texas Park and 
Wildlife.

Support Brandon’s effort to raise funds for Eastern Wild Turkey 
Restoration in Texas
By Brandon Jacob

Brandon Jacobs celebrates reaching the 400 mile mark 
in Tennessee, only 1,789 miles to go.

Gofundme.com/turkeyhike

H
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By Jason Hardin
903-322-2770
Jason.hardin@tpwd.texas.gov

SPRING TURKEY REPORT
 The 2016 spring turkey season has ended 
and Texas hunters reported 185 Eastern tur-
keys through TPWD’s My Hunt Harvest 
App. Harvest reporting is down 10% from 
last season. This isn’t too bad considering 

gobblers were henned-up most of the spring season. It also isn’t a 
surprise to see harvest reporting drop somewhat con-
sidering TPWD closed all of the old physical Check 
Stations and went completely digital. Fortunately, 
harvest reporting through both TPWD’s My Texas 
Hunt Harvest App and the TPWD website (www.
tpwd.texas.gov/turkey) worked without incident. 
Please help us continue to spread the work about 
the new harvest reporting requirements through 
the My Texas Hunt Harvest App (available free 
for IOS and Android devices). 
 The turkey season got off to a slow start for many R i o 
Grande turkey hunters as well. While the mild winter coupled with 
timely rainfall was beneficial to turkeys, it might have hurt turkey 
hunter success rates. Adult hens were in great shape entering the 
breeding season and juvenile hens were becoming reproductively 
receptive throughout the season. All of these hens kept many a 
mature gobbler’s attention away from calling hunters and their 
decoys for much of the season. Many of the gobblers harvested in 
the early season were ambushed or stalked. Hunting improved some-
what as the season progressed. Large numbers of young jakes on 
the landscape is good news for those of us who are always looking 
forward to next spring. There should be a ton of 2 year old gobblers 
out there to keep hunting interesting. 
 It is shaping up to be a really good nesting and brood-rearing 
year as well. Hunters and landowners should see another good hatch 
this summer.  Hens have already begun to incubate eggs this spring 
and a few reports of poults have been coming across our desks. 
Ample grass and weedy cover following the winter and spring rains 
should lead to good nest and poult survival. Hunters should expect 
to see large numbers of young birds again this summer and fall.  

TPWD WILD TURKEY BANDING EFFORTS
 TPWD initiated a statewide banding study this past winter. 
Just under 1,000 wild turkeys were banded statewide. Keep your 
eyes open for banded turkeys. If you are lucky enough to har-

vest one of these banded 
birds please report the 
bird using the telephone 
number etched onto the 
band. 
 The goal of this proj-
ect is to estimate harvest 
rates. Knowledge of wild 
turkey harvest rates can 
help TPWD better assess 
population densities at 
the ecoregional scale. A 
better handle on popula-
tion density will allow 
TPWD to make better 
wild turkey management 
decisions to protect this 
valuable resource.  

EASTERN TURKEY 
R E S T O R A T I O N 
CONTINUES
 TPWD released 203 
wild turkeys into a resto-
ration sites in Angelina, 
Cherokee, and Trinity 
Counties this past win-
ter. This fell below our 
280 bird goal, but we 
still feel great about 
getting this many birds 
onto the ground in East 
Texas.  
 TPWD staff hope to complete our 2016 stocking goal early this 
coming winter in Anderson County. Habitat evaluations are ongoing 
this spring and summer to identify additional restoration sites. For 
information on the wild turkey restoration program contact Jason 
Hardin with TPWD. 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Report:

This fine EWT Gobbler harvest on the 
Sabine National Forest by 

Danny Summerlin.

Banding Eastern Turkey at TPWD office in 
Lufkin, Texas

Colorado NWTF member Eric 
Taylor harvested this beautiful Rio 
Grange turkey in Menard County.

Dale Bounds releases an EWT Hen at Coon 
Pond Hunting Club.

Photo Credit: Jason Hardin

Photo Credit: Mike Shouse

Norm Wade with young hunters on the TYHP-NWTF-MDA Youth Turkey 
Hunt at Boerschig Ranch near Brackenvillle, Texas.
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 The  Roger Latham award was presented to Robert Linder at the 
2016 NWTF convention in Nashville in February.
 Besides receiving the award, Bob received “turkey hunt gift to 
Wyoming” from the NWTF.
This was very special hunt. Linder was quick to harvest a beautiful 
Merriam gobbler.
 The hunt included 6 Regional Directors and a couple of volunteers.  
The hunt was at the Seven J Ranch near the Devil’s Tower and the
host was Mr. Barry Woods of our NWTF region.  Each hunter 
harvested a Merriam according to Linder, “I was humbled by this great 
honor and it reminded how much I owe to my Texas NWTF friends, 
my wife, Diana and the NWTF as a whole”.  Once I learned about the 
challenge of the wild Turkey, I got the disease. I want to die with that 
disease. Thanks to all of my Texas NWTF mates!
 TOP Comments - - - -I am now just the NWTF representative of 
TOP and not the President any more as my tenure ended a couple of 
months ago.
 The new President, Bob Corrigan from the “fishing conservation 
area” will do a super job in the position for the next two years.   I 
loved my stint as President and enjoyed the support of my NWTF 
colleagues.   We passed the Right to Hunt and Fish Legislation and that 
was huge for our state.  Now we have a new problem that is causing 
much havoc here in Texas.  The culprit is Chronic Wasiting Disease 
(CWD).  IT has been found behind high fence on some deer breeder 
ranches.
 This necessitated the killing of some high level buck deer. It has 
required much testing in these areas.  So there has been conflict created 

between the deer breeders, TPWD and the Texas Deer Assn has been 
included in the turmoil. There have been some criticizing of Carter 
Smith and the TPWD.  Even a law suit has been filed.
 I want to bring this to the attention of our NWTF members.   
Please do your own research into these matters. Follow closely the 
developments in the next six months. One key positive comment is 
that your TOP group is bringing Shane Mahoney for or next meeting.  
What a wonderful guest speaker for our TOP members in Texas. Please, 
as strong NWTF members, try and stay aware of the developments in 
CWD through the newspapers and the TPWD information site.

TOP
TEXAS OUTDOOR PARTNERS

Texas Outdoor Partners Update
By Dr. Robert Linder, Texas NWTF Political Liaison

Robbi Vincent 
Regional Director - North Texas
National Wild Turkey Federation
401 N. Carroll ave. Suite 127
Southlake, Tx 76092
817-437-3014
rvincent@nwtf.net
www.nwtf.org/texas/

 Spring has Sprung!
 We have had a great spring full of outreach events with many 
more being planned. Exciting to see everyone’s Turkey hunting 
pictures. There have been some big birds harvested this spring. 
There have been some new hunters made through spring turkey 
hunting and even some older hunters getting their first bird ever.  
It’s always fun for us as RD’s to receive the phone calls, pictures, 
and stories about the monster with 8 beards and spurs to match….
HAHA. 
 Some of the stories,” the bird had tusk” “it was charging me 
with an angry gobble” I think we could write a book just on stories. 
But it’s great; it’s the passion all of the volunteers and turkey 
hunter have that makes it fun. When we get the late night call 
about multiple beards, red beards, one spur, big spurs, little spurs 
big beard, and even the; “I missed a good bird”. All of these things 
combined are what makes up a great story as to why we all want to 
pass the hunting heritage down to future generations. By now you 
all have probably seen the new NWTF Fly video. If not look it up, 
watch it. I’ll ask each of you that read this to think about what got 
you started hunting, fishing, and enjoy all of the great things our 

outdoors has to offer. Pass it on, share your story with someone. 
Gift a membership to a young person, old person. Give them the 
gift and share the passion for our hunting heritage. See you this 
summer at the 20th anniversary of the 4 state (TX, OK, AR, LA) 
South Central Regional Rendezvous. It will be in the DFW area 
July 29-31. Get with your Regional Director for reservations. You 
do not want to miss this great time with so many great volunteers. 
The theme you will hear throughout the weekend is “Who’s going 
to fill their shoes”. Our Saturday night dinner and banquet costume 
theme is favorite entertainer. Thank you to all of you for what you 
do, without you we couldn’t do the things NWTF is able to do. Save 
the Habitat, Save the Hunt!  
 “Everything’s easier, with a smile”

R.D. Robbi Vincent, R.D. Shane Nixon, Dale Bounds and Dr. Sam McManus 
at the Feb. 16 NWTF Awards night celebration.
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Sponsored by:
 Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), 

National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF), Natural 
Resource Resource (NRCS), and the Anderson-
Houston County Soil and Water Conservation 

Districts

 Jeff Gunnels – Gus Engeling Wildlife Area (WMA)Manager 
welcomed 40  participants eager to hear about how they could 
make a difference for Wild Turkeys(WT). 
 Experts with years of field experience shared ideas and resource 
and wildlife management concepts with the group.
 Jason Hardin TPWD Upland Game Bird Program gave the 
group a history and overview about the re-stocking program.
Other presenters discussed how to incorporate timber thinning, 
native grass restoration, cattle and prescribed fire into your 
management plan for wild turkeys and other wildlife.
 The group was not able to travel to  sites on GEWMA and 
see how the key management tools are successfully applied on 
the ground becouse of the weather.The WTFD was a success and 
much group interaction was at a high level.

May 19, Wild Turkey Workshop and Field Day

Gus Engeling WMA (GEWMA)Conservation Center

Workshop group site visits to GEWMA demonistration areas was cut short becouse of thunderstorms and rain.

May 19, Wild Turkey Workshop at Gus Engling Conservation Center  
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                     20th Annual    

SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL RENDEZVOUS 
“Who’s Gonna Fill Their Shoe’s?” 

July 29th – 31st 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

Dallas/Fort Worth Marriott Solana 
Westlake, Texas 

Registration Deadline July 18st, 2016 
 

REGISTRANT INFORMATION 
Check Below.  Please Print legibly and complete one sheet for each person in attendance including spouse, children, or 
other attending guests. Please mark the appropriate line below and complete delegate information. 
___ $50 per person (Marriott Hotel double occupancy)                       
___ “Meals Only” $25 (Registered attending delegates not staying at the Marriott) 
____$100 for Rooming Alone 
               
Chapter Name ______________________________________State_________ 
Delegate’s Name______________________________________ 
Address_____________________________________________  
City______________________________________     State___________ Zip_____________ 
Phone:____________________________________ 
Email_______________________________________________________ 
 
AGENDA 
Friday- Sign-in begins a 3PM, 6PM Meet and Greet, drinks & hors d’oeuvres, & Lots Entertainment. 
Saturday- 8-12 noon Morning Session; Lunch Noon to 12:30 pm; 12;45-3 pm more learning/Wrap; 6 pm 
“Favorite Entertainer” Theme Party 
Sunday- Devotional 9AM; 10 am depart 
 
ROOM PREFERENCE - Please staple spouse or roommate applications together. 
____ King ____Dbl.   (ALL ROOMS AND BUILDINGS ARE NON-SMOKING) 
_____   Friday night ____   Saturday night  
 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO NWTF AND ATTACH TO FORM (copy form as needed)  
 
Reservations can be made with YOUR Regional Director or by mailing or emailing this registration to: 
Robbi Vincent                                                      
401 N. Carroll Ave. , Suite 127 
Southlake, TX. 76092                             Email:  rvincent@nwtf.net 
 
Amount Remitted   $________________ 
CREDIT CARD #__________________________________EXP DATE: ______SECURITY CODE_______ 

20TH ANNUAL
SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL RENDEZVOUS

“Who’s Gonna Fill Their Shoes?”
July 29th-31st • Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Dallas/Fort Worth Marriott Solana • Westlake, Texas
Registration Deadline July 18th, 2016

REGISTRANT INFORMATION
Check below. Please PRINT legibly and complete one sheet for each person in attendance including spouse, 
children or other attending guests. Please mark the appropriate line below and complete delegate information.
______ $50 per person (Marriott Hotel double occupancy)
______ “Meals Only” $25 (Registered attending delegates not staying at the Marriott)
______ $100 for Rooming Alone
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Rewards for Mentoring a Youth Turkey Hunter
By Dale Bounds 

 The excitement of passing on the hunting tradition to 
young eager hunter has been experienced by two volunteer 
Pineywoods NWTF committee members, Brett Todd and 
Adam Huggins. A vital part of the NWTF effort to “Save 
the Hunt” is hinged on experienced hunters mentoring 
others on the conservation
value of being an ethical and wise hunter.
 Brett and Adam have worked with 13-year-old 
Braxton Oliver the past two years (2015, 2016) and helped 
him harvest an elusive Eastern Wild Turkey (EWT), two 
years in a row on the Cottingham Hunting Club (CHC) in 
Nacogdoches County.
The hunt, donated by Darryl Pate who oversees CHC, has 
been donating this youth EWT hunt for over 10 years. 
 Braxton’s dad Clint Oliver has been the high bidder 
for this hunt the past two years at the Pineywoods Hunting 
Heritage Banquet. Braxton’s success in 2015 had dad, 
Clint ready to take on all bidders at the banquet last August 
in Lufkin. Clint bought the hunt and now Braxton, Clay, 
Brett and Adam had to wait until the spring 2016 EWT 
season got here.
 According to Brett Todd, “Braxton is a great kid and 
was always asking questions about turkey hunting to learn 
more.  After killing a great bird last year, he was excited 
to get another opportunity for an EWT this Spring.” 
 His hunt last year (2015) was more of a sit and 
wait because the birds were not being very vocal. This 
year was completely opposite. Our first hunt this year 
was unsuccessful but we worked an 
extremely vocal bird for almost three 
hours and finally had him come within 
shotgun range. He gobbled every 2-3 
minutes. Braxton had been holding 
his shotgun in ready position for what 
seemed like an eternity. Waiting on the 
bird, not to mention the nervous effect 
a big gobbler strutting in range tends to 
give to a hunter. Braxton’s shot missed 
and the bird escaped. We felt bad for 
Braxton, but we have all experienced 
this disappointment.  We used this 
event as a learning experience. 
Braxton was asking questions about 
what I thought what went wrong. 
When someone gets that involved you 
know that they are hooked on turkey hunting for life. I was happy to 
be a part of that and was determined to get him another opportunity.
 On the next hunt 2 days later we had another big gobbler working. 
We were set up perfect and Braxton had practiced shouldering his 
shotgun using his elbow on his knee for support. This allowed him 
to keep his shotgun shouldered and not get fatigued. He handled it 
perfectly. The big gobbler we had working was strutting and gobbling 
at 20 yards and Braxton was waiting for the shot to present itself. It 
finally presented itself and Braxton made a great shot.
 Clay, Braxton, Adam and I had a great and successful hunt 
together with a big EWT gobbler to show for our efforts. But what 

made the hunt a success for me was 
knowing that I had a part in making 
Braxton a turkey hunter for life.”
 Adam Huggins stated, 
“This was also a good learning 
experience for me now that I have 
young son that I will be teaching 
to hunt. That makes it much easier 
to put in the time and effort spring 
turkey hunting requires. Last year, 
Braxton got a good dose of how 
frustrating it can be when they 
don’t cooperate. It didn’t faze him 
though and his persistence paid 
off when the gobbler turned on 
late in the morning our last hunt. 
This year’s hunt was textbook and 

played out exactly as we had hoped. Either way it takes patience, 
and I’ve learned from both Clint and on how important time spent in 
the field is to making your hunt a success. My dad started me young 
and often reminded me that it’s not always about getting a limit or 
killing the biggest. Try to learn something every trip and take the bad 
with the good. Watching how Clint and Braxton handle themselves 
through the good and bad of turkey hunting helps remind me how 
important it is to pass that tradition along to my son. It’s all about the 
experience.”
 We need more hunters to take the time and pass our hunting 
tradition on to the youth in America. “SAVE THE HUNT”

Brett Todd, Braxton Oliver and Adam Huggins show off this great Eastern Turkey with 
9.5 inch beard and one inch spurs harvested by Braxton.
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By Daron Kinney

 The 7th Angelina NWTF Wheelin’ Sportsman Deer hunt 
showcased a new and exciting shooting blind/trailer for disabled 
hunters. Arrangements were made with the Arkansas State NWTF 
Chapter to use this shooting trailer and equipment at our event. 
 This unique hunting experience detailed below, enabled Jim 
Kinney an opportunity to hunt with his son Daron for the first time in 
18 years. 
 According to Daron Kinney, November 1997 was a month that will 
live with me for the rest of my life. About a month prior to that, I 
learned that my father was diagnosed with a brain tumor. I remember 
hearing the news but not really understanding what that meant. Was my 
dad going to die? Was I, at 16 years old, going to have to be the man of 
the house? I barely needed to shave. My dad taught me several things 
in life, and the deer lease was the classroom for most of those lessons 
from my youth. He prepared me to be a man as much as he could in 
those short 16 years, but none of us could foresee the events that lay 
ahead of us. So, over the first weekend in November 1997 my dad and 
I set out across Texas to our family land/deer lease to hunt together 
for what I thought was going to be the last time. I always loved being 
in the deer stand with my dad. While I was always inquisitive and 
would never sit still in my younger days, I had learned to “hunt” in my 
teenage years (even without having to be kept occupied with guessing 
the state capitals or the ABC game with baseball players!). I learned 
almost everything I knew by watching him and following in his ways, 
and that included hunting. Just sitting quietly in the deer stand and 
being inches away from each other, we were able to bond even more 
that the six hour drive it took to get there. And for all I knew this would 
be the last time we hunted together…and it was.
 Flash forward nearly 18 years when I received a phone call from 
Dale Bounds. Dale has been a great friend of the Kinney family for 
longer than I have been alive. Dale explained to me that dad could 
qualify for a disabled individuals hunting experience through the 
National Wildlife Turkey Federation’s Wheelin’ Sportsman Event. 
Simply put, dad and I would be able to sit in the same deer stand and 
hunt together again for the first time in 18 years. I was beside myself 
with excitement. Dad was left with physical disabilities following the 
removal of the brain tumor that made it quite difficult to hunt, among 
many other things. It wasn’t safe anymore for him to be in the woods, 
and the cost of handicapped hunting equipment was outrageous. He 
made a difficult decision to simply let it go. So, we weren’t able to 
hunt together for the last 18 years. However, with the aide of a first 
class deer stand, that was rigged up to accommodate the physically 
disabled hunter, along with phenomenal staff to show us how to use 
the equipment and guides to help us in the woods, we were able to 
experience the thrill of being in the deer stand together again. My dad 
would actually be able to shoot a deer. We even had our own camera 
crew following us to document the experience; just like we had our 
own hunting show! We even pretended to be the stars of the guided 
hunting show and narrate everything we saw! Father and son (who 
has now become a father of a little boy by this time) were able to hunt 
together again. It may sound trivial or meaningless to some, but for me 
it was like traveling back in time. I sat there with my dad and took in 

everything that we loved about hunting; the dark early morning as the 
sun slowly came up which makes nearly everything look like a deer; 
the sound of squirrels playing in the woods that sounds similar to an 
approaching deer, birds flying in to eat left over corn that was thrown 
by the feeder, and a father and son bonding again. We sat there in this 
high tech trailer that was converted into a handicapped individuals 
five-star paradise and were both in awe of our accommodations. Dad 
and I began playing games we would play in the deer stand like we 
hadn’t lost a beat. An old inside joke came upon regarding who gets 
to shoot a buck. Let’s just say my dad played the seniority card on me 
one time when I was 11. For a few hours that early morning everything 
felt right in the world again – as far as I was concerned – because I 
was hunting with my dad again it was a perfect experience. And I have 
the US Forest Service, Winston Tree Farm, TPWD, April AWOL, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service and Pineywoods Chapters of the National 
Wildlife Turkey Federation to thank for the memory that we will never 
forget. 
 
About the NWTF Wheelin’ Sportsman Shooting Trailer
 According to Luke Lewis CWB and Director of Development 
for the Mid-South NWTF Region who helped develop this trailer 
sponsored and underwritten by Weyerhaeuser, “The adaptive trailers 
were built to allow disabled paraplegic individuals an opportunity to 
hunt with specially designed equipment that uses a flexible rubber 
blow tube to activate an electronic trigger and fire either a scoped 
rifle or shotgun at a chosen hunting query. Each firearm was fitted 
with a 3x9 scope and fitted with a magnification cover that relays 
what is viewed in the scope onto an overhead TV wall monitor. The 
firearm can be moved with a “Joy stick” up or down and left or right 
to place crosshairs on any object to be fired upon. Once the scope is 
sighted on the query to shoot, the hunter can just blow into the rubber 
tube to activate the electronic trigger to fire the gun. This high- tech 
sophisticated equipment is mounted on a table in the trailer to stabilize 
it for firing and can be moved to shoot out of various windows located 
on three sides of each wheel chair accessible trailer. 

Father and son hunt together 
for the first time in 18 years

Jim and Daron Kinney inside the NWTF High Tech Shooting Blind.
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 By all reports our members across southern Texas are busy chasing those 
big Texas Rios, but the big boys are a bit mute this season! Lots of stories 
about big storms keeping the birds quiet and lots of heavy growth leading to 
mixed success. Also hearing about big big bunches of Jakes that bode for great 
seasons to come.    
 Harris County and Alamo chapters have already hosted successful youth 
turkey hunts during the early youth season, and both have at least one more 
hunt on the books for this spring. And Alamo has their big Jakes Day at the 
YMCA Ranch in Comfort coming up in June. That one always hosts and 
introduces hundreds of kids to shooting, fishing and other outdoor activities 
and skills. And Ladies, don’t forget the Tri-County Longbeards annual WITO 
event coming up in central Texas also in June. For more information on these 
and other events, go to www.NWTF.org.
 Banquets have been going well across the region with some homeruns and 
a lot of solid consistency with our chapters so far. Our one disappointment 
was the decision to skip our Fueling Conservation Energy for Wildlife 
Sporting Clays shoot due to the downturn in the oil economy. The 2015 
Fueling Conservation event created a fund that continues to fund youth events 
and conservation efforts across the state and we are looking forward to that 
industry recovering and returning in January 2017 with that big event.      
 We folks trying to form up new chapters in Giddings, Cuero, Columbus, 
the Woodlands, and Uvalde. And our Richmond/Rosenberg chapter needs 
additional support. Please contact me if you have any folks who might be 
interested in helping out!  
 Good luck pursuing Big Tom and Sneaky Pete this spring season! Take a 
first timer out!  Rise and Fly!   

South Texas
Mike Shouse
Regional Director 
Southern Texas
(512) 966-9539
mshouse@nwtf.net
www.nwtf.org/texas/

Reese Noble 
harvested this fine 
Rio hunting with 
grandad Larry 

Noble this spring 
in South Texas.

Highland Lakes 
Chapter member 
Bill Blankemeier 
with a big bird 
taken outside of 

Lometa.

Photo by Dave Garbus

Report by Norman Wade

 The annual Texas Youth Hunting Program (TYHP), 
NWTF, Mule Deer Foundation (MDF) conducted this annual 
Youth Rio Grande Turkey Hunt on the Boerschig Ranch near 
Brackenville Texas. 
 Volunteers from (TYHP/NWTF/MDF) put this youth 
hunt together and had a wonderful event, mentoring 17 youth 
hunters, eager to learn how to hunt Rio Grande Turkeys. 
Congratulations to each youth hunter that had the opportunity 
to take part in this youth turkey hunt.
 Several wild turkeys were harvested by the young excited 
young hunters, check out the smiles on their faces as they show off the birds  Much thanks goes to our partners for helping sponsoring 
this annual hunt in conjunction with the NWTF/HARRIS COUNTY WILDLIFE GROUP.
 These volunteer mentors enabled this group of boys and girls to engage in the NWTF’s Save the Hunt effort. Our goal is to recruit 30,000 
new hunters in Texas by December 2016.

Johnell Brown, nephew of Norm Wade, 
and his very first bird. We worked 12 
turkeys before Johnell got his bird.

Don Williams with Dad Bob Williams 
with his nice bird.
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Shaine Nixon
Regional Director
East Texas NWTF
(903) 399-8450
snixon@nwtf.net
www.nwtf.org/texas/

East Texas 

 As you are reading this, Spring has come and gone and turkey 
season is over.  I hope that everyone was able to get out at least 
once and chase those long beards. From the look of social media, 
and I’m friends with many of you on Facebook, those long beards 
were hitting the ground.
 This banquet season presented many challenges, but at the 
same time, East Texas also experienced the rebirth of several 
chapters. Right out of the gates, The Cass County Longbeards, 
under the guidance of James and Brenda Hawkins set the bar high.  
Taking over the chapter in the fall of last year, they packed the 
place to standing room only.  They have already moved the event 
location, set the date, and started signing up new members and 
sponsors for next year. Way to go guys.  
 Another huge success story for East Texas this spring was 
the Twin City Upland Game Hunters under the new direction of 
Jeff Hornbuckle and Shawn Hervey.  Along with a host of new 
committee members, this chapter did a great job of generating new 
members, as well as, getting the word out about the NWTF mission, 
Save the Habitat, Save the Hunt.  Thank you to all of you for your 
hard work.
 With 19 current chapters, two WITO events, and a host of 
JAKES events, East Texas is fully engaged in spreading the work of 
the NWTF.  These are just two of the successes.  There are so many 
other activities that deserve a THANK YOU for their success and 
hard work.  Henderson County (ATHENS) had the opportunity to 
work closely with The Henderson County Wildlife Association and 
to Sponsor the calf scramble at the rodeo.  Thank you Jack Bennett 
and Renee Dowell.   Kaufman County had another huge success at 
their JAKES event.  Thank you Tim Webster and Chris Womack.
 As I am now in the middle of my second year, I find that 
there are new challenges, mostly on a daily basis, but also, that I 
have made a lot of friends and get advice from them weekly, if not 

daily.  Yes, I do speak to 
some of you daily. Thank 
all of you for all the work 
and effort you put in to 
NWTF.   Without you and 
your dedication and support, 
none of this would happen.  
(Bois D Arc (Chris Flippo), 
East Texas (Roxanne Gipe 
and Chuck Tomberlain), 
Northeast Texas (Dick and 
Dorothy McCarver), Panola 
( Justin Curry and Andrea 
Webb), Smith County (Chris 
Swift, Dale, and AJ), Rusk 
County (AJ COOK and 
Gary Truelock), Harrison 
County (David McMinn 
and Jeff Wilson), Pioneer 
Chapter (Daniel Roraback), 
Red River Valley (Aaron 

Driggers and Gary Ensey), Hopkins County (Dale Thompson and 
Kyle Verner), Tri County (Jason and Karen Hardin), Rains County 
(Kim Potts), Blunt Spurrs (Kyle Hand), and Cowhill (Paul Voss).  
  However, there is still work to be done.  If you are in GILMER, 
TEXAS, and interested in being on a committee, the CYPRESS 
CREEK chapter needs your help.  Also, there is an upcoming WITO 
event in the PARIS – CLARKSVILLE, Texas, area that needs 
someone to chair the event. 
  In closing, there are still six banquets in the East Texas area.  If 
you are in the area, we would love to see you at one of these events.  
I know that there are so many others I did not mention that make 
these chapters successful.  Thank each of you for your efforts.  I 
look forward to continuing our mission throughout the fall through 
new activities. Please contact me if you are interested in a new 
event, have an idea or location that NWTF needs to be active, or 
just want to grab lunch.  
 Now, grab your bow and go practice.  Fall will be upon us 
before you know it.  With all this rain, I can’t wait to see those 
antlers begin to spread.  Wait, I have to make some calls, answer 
some emails, and order some … oh well, it was just a thought!
Save the Habitat.  Save the Hunt.
 Special Congrats to Jeff Wilson, from Marshall, Texas, on his 
first turkey harvest.  Last year Jeff was able to see his first turkeys, 
but they were on Private property and he was hunting public land. 
This year he was able to connect and is a certified gobbler getter for 
life. It was a pleasure, Jeff. Glad I was able to be a part of it. 

Mikayla Nixon scores her first turkey kill with this beautiful Rio from 
North Texas.

Jeff Wilson and his Fannin County 
Eastern Wild Turkey.
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 Spring is definitely here and I hope 
all of you turkey hunters are having a safe and successful season. 
My family kicked off turkey season this year for the first time in 
Henrietta, Texas at the 10th Annual Turkey Fest. The crowd was not 
its typical size as we were told, but we had the wonderful opportunity 
to visit with Mr. Preston Pittman of Pittman Game Calls, home of the 
five-time world champion turkey caller. It is always a pleasure, not 
to mention very entertaining, to spend time with Preston.
 Spring is also my favorite time of year because I get to help with 
the NASP State Archery Tournament. This year 1,674 students across 
the state of Texas participated in this tournament which made it the 
largest state tournament ever held. It might surprise some of you that 
of these 1,674 students, 724 of them were female. It is exciting to see 
these kids, 4th - 12th grade, line up on the shooting line with bows in 
hand waiting on the signal to shoot. There is nothing like the sound 
of 1,000 arrows hitting Morrell targets from 10 meters and knowing 
that $30,000 is on the line. Scholarships are awarded at the high 
school level to the top five girls and the top five boys. I would like to 
thank a dear friend of mine, Burnie Kessner, Archery Coordinator for 
Texas Parks and Wildlife, for organizing the tournament and would 
also like to give a thumbs up to the 60 plus volunteers that showed 
up this year to make the tournament a complete success.
 Interest in the National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) is 
steadily increasing in Texas, but another program that is also growing 
in popularity is Outdoor Adventures Education (OA). Outdoor 
Adventures Education includes not only NASP, but students will also 
have the opportunity to participate in outdoor cooking, orienteering, 
angler education, hunter education, and other hands-on activities that 
will get them out of their chairs, engaged, and focused. Promoting 
this program across the state of Texas is where my passion lies. This 
program is offered to districts by the Dallas Ecological Foundation and 
they provide grant opportunities to help fund the start-up cost. Outdoor 

Adventures provides a wonderful opportunity to educate students on 
the importance of conservation which is why the National Wild Turkey 
Federation has dedicated funds to help districts enhance and enrich 
their curriculum with (OA), thus continuing to promote their ‘Save the 
Habitat, Save the Hunt’ initiative. 
 If you would like to know more about Outdoor Adventures 
Education, please do not hesitate to call me at (903) 348-1845. I 
would love to tell you more about this program and the NWTF. I 
must share this in closing. Last week I received an email from a 
superintendent in East Texas wanting advice on how to expand his 
existing program and he ended his email by saying this, “I’m gonna 
try and get on a big Tom this weekend.” This is the part of my job at 
the Region 8 Education Service Center that I absolutely love.

Riley Wood – Harts Bluff archer.

Kim Potts
Outdoor Education Coordinator

Harts Bluff archery team at 2016 Texas NASP State Tournament.
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Terry Turney – CWB - NWTF
TX Private Lands Leasing Biologist
302 Oak Ridge •San Marcos, TX  78666
512-558-1971
tturney@nwtf.net

 Just time for a quick update, with our June 1st deadline getting 
leases into Texas Parks and Wildlife so they’ll make the printing 
deadline, we are busy!
 Habitat conditions across the State are looking great, game 
populations should be some of the best in years. Start planning early 
to get out in the field this coming fall and enjoy what you all have 
helped create. 
 Without your support of our leasing program and the 
contributions towards habitat work across the State, the wildlife 
conservation business would be much more difficult.  Dave Carter, 
Shawn Coleman and I’s counterpart in Meridian will be leaving 
NWTF at the end of May  moving to Kerrville with his wife Kim’s 
career taking them in a new direction. We wish them all the luck in 
the world! 
 Much, much thanks to Gene Miller for taking the lead on rehiring 
Dave’s position, the many projects he has going in Texas and the 
work with the COE/TPWD on the Granger Lake Public Hunting 
Area. Granger as we call it, is a water supply lake east of Austin/
Georgetown that has some great public hunting for all game found 
in the region including some great white tailed deer. A 33 point over 
200 class whitetail was taken this last year by an archer. NWTF is 
helping facilitate some access improvements on the acreage around 
the lake and other needed projects to aid hunters and fishermen using 
the property.  
 Leasing has been tough with ownership changing hands because 
of all the development across the State with the bulk happening here 

in Central Texas so many landowners are hesitant on leasing to us 
for fear of impending sales problems. Shawn and I have some new 
leases coming on board as well as renewing most of our existing 
leases from previous years. 
 As always, we don’t want to take your private leases away from 
you but if you know of property not being leased or a game species 
or feral hogs that aren’t being utilized on properties you are familiar 
with let us know please. 
 Again, thanks for all the support you give us and have a great 
summer. 

	  

Shawn Coleman – NWTF
TX Private Lands Leasing Biologist
2615  112th. St.
Lubbock, TX  79423
806-778-2214
scoleman@nwtf.net

 As many of you know, Terry Turney and I are Private Lands 
Leasing Biologists, tasked with leasing lands for the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Public Hunting Program. Though the program has been 
around for many years, relatively few Texas hunters know about the 
program. I probably spend as much time telling people about the 
program as I do leasing lands for the program. At a recent program 
meeting at TPWD headquarters in Austin, we learned that last year 
less than 200,000 permits were sold. When you consider how many 
hunting licenses were sold, this number is very small.
 For those of you that may be unaware of the program, you can 
purchase the Annual Public Hunting Permit at the same time you 
purchase your hunting license. The permit costs an additional $48 but 
the benefits are many. For a full overview of the program, visit the 
TPWD website at http://tpwd.texas.gov/huntwild/hunt/public/annual_
public_hunting/. In a nutshell, hunters who purchase the Permit are 
allowed to hunt any and all of the lands leased statewide. Each hunter 
in the program is given a book with maps and locations of all the lands 
leased, along with what species may be hunted and the dates allowed. 
Currently there are over 170 properties leased in the program. A digital 
copy of the book may be viewed at the website above. 
 Terry and I are hard at work each year to add additional properties 

and hunting opportunities to the program. So far this year, I have 
added an additional 7 properties leased for a total of 3100 acres. These 
new acres are in addition to the previous 1700 acres leased last year, 
which are still in the program. The exciting thing about the new leases 
for this year is the quail hunting. All 7 properties are going to allow 
permit holders to hunt both dove and quail and, as many of you know, 
the quail populations are booming in the Panhandle. 
 In touring the newly leased properties I have seen abundant Blue 
and Bobwhite quail, with birds already pairing up. If you are a quail 
hunter, the $48 permit will be worth your money if you plan to spend 
any time in the Panhandle this next season.
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By Dorothy McCarver
 State Volunteer Women in the Outdoors Coordinator

 Do you know what I love about wearing any of my Women in the Outdoors T-shirts when 
“I go out in public”? They are conversation starters about my favorite subject which is the 
Women in the Outdoors program.  Last Saturday, my husband and I were attending a Master 
Gardener Plant Sale and of course I had on a WITO shirt. One of the Master Gardener gals told 
me she had a WITO T-shirt too. Then we both recognized each other. She had attended last 
year’s WITO event at our local college and 
had a great time.  The door opened and gave 
me the opportunity to plug this year’s event 
which will be September 24th. (Oops, I did 
it again.) She proceeded to tell me what she 
enjoyed the most which really pleased me. 
(Coordinators like to hear those things.) 
 Then there are those moments when 
I was getting my teeth cleaned. I had on a 
WITO shirt again and being curious, the 
dental hygienist asked about the WITO 
program. I just love it when I get a chance to 
give a thirty second “commercial” even if it 
is in the dentist’s office. 
 I wonder? What will our T-shirt will 

look like this year? 
 Ladies: 
 Mark your calendars and plan to attend any or all of the 2016 Women in the 
Outdoor Events. The coordinators and their committees work hard to plan and produce 
an outstanding “Gals Day Out” for you.  Where else can you get to meet new friends; 
bring your “gal pals” and/or family to ‘play’ with, shop, play games, try to win neat stuff 
and have a catered meal all for one price? Plus, you get to learn new outdoor skills in a 
relaxed, non - threatening atmosphere. Look on Facebook or go to NWTF.org for more 
information about the following WITO events.

How Do We Measure Success?

2016 Women in the Outdoors 
Event Schedule – Texas

Tri - County Longbeards WITO at Hilliard’s Ranch 
near Temple, Texas. 
Contact: Monica Sobotka – sobotkm@yahoo.com  
Date:  June 11, 2016

Paso Del Norte Chapter WITO at Ft. Bliss Rod and 
Gun Club at El Paso, Texas. 
Contact: George Foret – george@foretco.com
Date to be later announced.

Northeast Texas Chapter WITO at the Northeast 
Texas Community College (NTCC) in Mt. 
Pleasant, Texas.  
Date: September 24, 2016.  
Contact: Dorothy McCarver
Dorothy.mccarver@yahoo.com.

Pioneer Chapter WITO at the Wildcat Creek Quail 
Hunting Resort, Detroit, Texas.  
Date: October 1, 2016
Contact: Evonne Parker – 903-674-6121

Best Women in the Outdoors 
Northeast Texas Chapter

Women in the Outdoors Northeast Texas Event.
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Texas NWTF 2016 Super Fund Highlights 
 
     On January 16th, 2016, the Texas State NWTF Chapter Board of Directors approved your annual Super Fund Budget with a working 
balance of $241,025.  Highlights are: 
  
Habitat Enhancement ($81,775) - TPWD Matador WMA upland habitat restoration is $5,000 of $20,000 total (Rolling Plains); TPWD Gus 
Engeling WMA restoration of wildlife openings is $5,000 of $20,000 total (Post Oak Savannah); TPWD Taylor Lakes WMA habitat restoration 
is $5,000 of $20,000 total (Rolling Plains); TPWD Alazan Bayou WMA eastern wild turkey habitat restoration is $9,500 of $28,500 total 
(Pineywoods); and, TPWD Yoakum Dunes prairie habitat restoration is $5,000 of $20,000 total (High Plains), for a total of $181,000 for on-
the-ground work and equipment tied to these named TPWD Wildlife Management Areas due to 3:1 matching Pittman-Robertson federal aid 
funds.  The cooperative NWTF East Texas Regional Biologist position support is $25,000 (with TPWD, USDA Forest Service, and NWTF), 
with an additional support of $7,000 provided as cooperative support for three NWTF Texas Private Lands Leasing Biologist positions.  In 
addition, a $275 display purchase for the Texas Longleaf Implementation Team was approved; and, a new $20,000 Save the Habitat line 
item for habitat restoration work on Eastern wild turkey coop lands in East Texas with TPWD Wildlife Division field staff and other funding 
partners was approved.     
  
Education ($20,900) - The Texas State NWTF Newsletter is $15,000 (2 issues per year plus trade show copies); the NWTF-hosted state 
website is $400; and, Volunteer leadership training is $5,500 for South Central Regional Rendezvous to be held this summer, with any 
remaining funds to be used for the next NWTF National Leadership Conference.  
  
Scholarships ($11,500) - Local chapter scholarships are $8,000 (up to 16 at $500).  A statewide ($2,500) scholarship is provided, and a 
graduate-level collegiate scholarship for a natural resource major ($1,000) is provided through strict selection criteria by Texas Chapter of 
The Wildlife Society.  
  
Youth Events ($12,500) - JAKES events are provided $4,000 at $500 each; 4-H Shooting Sports events are $3,000 at $500 each; JAKES 
Take Aim equipment is provided for at $4,000 (includes $2,500 in cooperative funding from the Camp-Younts Foundation); and, National 
Archery in the Schools Program is $1,500 at $500 each.  Note: Texas State Board protocol is that chapters may select 1 event per year 
($500 each) out of the three outreach categories and get special approval for a second event (first come, first served).  Note: Outreach 
Funds will be used this year to supplement the above-mentioned SF amounts as needed to meet local chapter requests.  
 
Hunting Heritage ($33,000) - The American Hunting Heritage Fund is $5,000; the Outdoor Adventures Program (per Dallas Ecological 
Foundation materials) is funded at $13,000; and, a new $15,000 Save the Hunt line item was created for opportunities to do more hunter 
recruitment, retention, and reengagement work in Texas with partners.  
 
Wild Turkey Restoration ($12,000) - Funding to assist TPWD Eastern wild turkey restoration costs (shipping costs, disease testing, fuel, 
per diem) is $12,000 and accumulates for future years if needed.    
 
Women In The Outdoors ($2,000) - Statewide WITO events are $2,000 at $500 each with supplemental funding first by the Outreach Fund. 
  
Habitat Signage - $5,000 for statewide habitat restoration work by Texas NWTF and with partners.  
 
Research ($22,850) - Rio Grande and Eastern wild turkey research was funded in cooperation with universities at $12,850 (two studies); 
and, a TPWD statewide wild turkey banding study (gobblers) was funded at $10,000. 
  
Wheelin’ Sportsmen ($3,500) - Statewide Wheelin’ Sportsmen events are $3,500 (at $500 each). 
  
Other ($15,500) - State Chapter rebate is ~$6,000; Turkey Hunters Care is $1,000 at no more than $250 per chapter (½ of $500 for frozen 
turkeys); TPWD Tech Rep travel to National Convention and regional tech meetings is $2,500 (for Jason Hardin); a 2016 Bronze Level 
Sponsorship for TPWD’s Lone Star Land Steward Awards Program is $1,000; and, new NWTF official trailer wraps for Regional Directors 
(publicity) are up to $5,000.    
  
National Convention ($20,500) - Up to $20,500 is provided to send the Texas State Chapter President, volunteer leaders (board members), 
TPWD State Game Warden (NWTF Wildlife Officer of the Year), and a Roger Latham Sportsman Conservationist recipient to the National 
Convention this year.  
 
     Our Texas Super Fund year is January 1st through December 31st of each year.  Project proposal submission deadline for next year’s 
budget is November 1st, 2016.  Contact Gene Miller (gmiller@nwtf.net) or Dan Johnson (djohnson@nwtf.net) for a NWTF Hunting Heritage 
Super Fund Project Proposal form with instructions (electronic submission preferred) and any questions.   
 
Prepared by Gene T. Miller, CWB® - NWTF Regional Biologist - West Texas & Oklahoma; 806/655-9416 Office/Fax - 806/316-0232 Mobile; 
gmiller@nwtf.net 
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